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The Collapse 
Of The State 



Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., emerges after a unanimous vote by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee approving him to become 
America's next top diplomat, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013. The U.S. Senate then overwhelmingly confirmed 
Sen. Kerry to be secretary of state, with Republicans and Democrats praising him as the ideal successor to Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

Senate confirms Kerry to head State Dept. 


A police officer holds the 
Egyptian national flag during 
clashes with anti-government 
protesters in Cairo, Egypt, 
Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Khalil Hamra) 

PORT SAID, Egypt (AP) — 

Residents of this Mediter¬ 
ranean coastal city bury¬ 
ing their dead from Egypt’s 
wave of political violence 
vented their fury at Egypt’s 
Islamist president and the 
Muslim Brotherhood on 
Tuesday, demanding his 
ouster and virtually declar¬ 
ing a revolt against his rule, 
as the head of the military 
warned Egypt may col¬ 
lapse under the weight of 
its turmoil. 

Gen. Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi’ 
strongly worded com¬ 
ments, his first since the crisis 
began, appeared aimed 
at pushing both sides in 
Egypt’s political divide to 
reconcile and find a solu¬ 
tion to the rapidly spread¬ 
ing protests and riots across 
much of the country the 
past six days. 

But his breaking of his si¬ 
lence falls heaviest on Pres¬ 
ident Mohammed Morsi, 
who has been unable to 
contain the unrest by try¬ 
ing a tough hand, as pro¬ 
testers defied his declara¬ 
tion of a month-long state 
of emergency and curfew 
in Port Said and two neigh¬ 
boring cities. 

Continued on page 2 


DONNA CASSATA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. Senate overwhelm¬ 
ingly confirmed President 
Barack Obama’s choice 
of Sen. John Kerry to be 
secretary of state, with Re¬ 
publicans and Democrats 
praising him as the ideal 
successor to Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton. 

The vote Tuesday was 94-3. 
One senator — Kerry — vot¬ 
ed present and accepted 
congratulations from col¬ 
leagues on the Senate 
floor. The roll call came just 


hours after the Senate For¬ 
eign Relations Committee 
unanimously approved the 
man who has led the pan¬ 
el for the past four years. 
Kerry could be sworn in 
as early as Wednesday. A 
welcoming ceremony is 
planned at the State De¬ 
partment on Monday. 
Obama tapped Kerry, 
69, the son of a diplomat, 
decorated Vietnam vet¬ 
eran and 2004 Democratic 
presidential candidate, to 
succeed Clinton, who is 
stepping down after four 
years. The Massachusetts 


Democrat, who had pined 
for the job but was passed 
over in 2009, has served as 
Obama’s unofficial envoy, 
smoothing fractious ties 
with Afghanistan and Paki¬ 
stan. 

“Sen. Kerry will need no in¬ 
troduction to the world’s 
political and military lead¬ 
ers and will begin Day One 
fully conversant not only 
with the intricacies of U.S. 
foreign policy, but able to 
act on a multitude of inter¬ 
national stages,” said Sen. 
Bob Menendez, a Demo¬ 
crat who will succeed Kerry 


as committee chairman. 
Sen. Bob Corker, the pan¬ 
el’s top Republican, called 
Kerry “a realist” who will 
deal with unrest in Egypt, 
civil war in Syria, the threat 
of al-Qaida-linked groups 
in Africa and Iran’s pursuit 
of nuclear weapons. 

Kerry, a forceful proponent 
of climate change legisla¬ 
tion, also will have a say in 
whether the United States 
moves ahead on the Key¬ 
stone XL pipeline from 
Canada. 


Continued on page 3 
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Army chief warns of Egypt’s collapse 


Contionued from front 



A man passes near to the dead bodies next to a river, in the 
neighborhood of Bustan al-Qasr in Aleppo, Syria, Tuesday, Jan. 
29, 2013. The bodies of at least 65 men, many of them with their 
hands bound behind their back, were found on the muddy 
banks of a small river, and the rebels and government forces 
blamed each other for the mass killing. 

(AP Photo/Abdullah al-Yassin) 

Activists claim “massacre” in 
Syria; refugee exodus swells 


At least 60 people have 
been killed and hundreds 
injured since Thursday in 
clashes between police 
and protesters angry over 
what they call Islamists' 
moves to monopolize 
power and failure to ad¬ 
dress the country’s multiple 
woes. In his comments, el- 
Sissi signaled the military 
would not move to put 
down protesters, saying 
troops are in a “grave pre¬ 
dicament," forced to bal¬ 
ance between “avoiding 
confrontation" with citizens 
and protecting state insti¬ 
tutions. In Cairo on Tues¬ 
day, rock-throwing pro¬ 
testers clashed with police 
firing tear gas for another 
day in battles that esca¬ 
lated after nightfall near 


JORGE RUEDA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— The chief of Venezu¬ 
ela’s electoral council an¬ 
nounced on Tuesday that 
the country will hold mu¬ 
nicipal elections on July 14, 
much later than tentative 
dates discussed earlier. 
National Electoral Council 
President Tibisay Lucena 
announced the date for 
the elections at a news 


Tahrir Square. The mayhem 
forced the nearby U.S. Em¬ 
bassy to suspend public 
services Tuesday, and the 
night before masked men 
tried to rob the neighbor¬ 
ing five-star Semiramis 
Hotel, a Cairo landmark, 
trashing the lobby before 
being forced out.v Protest¬ 
ers in many cities around 
the country have battled 
police, cut off roads and 
railway lines and besieged 
government offices and 
police stations. But the 
most dramatic fraying of 
state control has been in 
the three cities along the 
Suez Canal, particularly 
Port Said, at the canal’s 
Mediterranean end. 
Violence exploded in Port 
Said on Saturday, leaving 
more than 40 dead since. 
The provincial governor 


conference. 

Election officials had ear¬ 
lier mentioned May 26 as a 
possible date for the local 
elections. 

Lucena said that the date 
had not previously been 
set and that the council 
decided on July to allow 
adequate time for prepa¬ 
rations. 

The decision was an¬ 
nounced amid uncertain¬ 
ty about President Hugo 


has gone into hiding. Po¬ 
lice are hunkered down. 
Tanks are in the streets by 
government buildings, but 
army troops have balked 
at enforcing Morsi’s curfew 
order. Residents in all three 
cities flouted the restric¬ 
tions with huge marches 
in the streets Monday and 
Tuesday night. “The in¬ 
dependent state of Port 
Said,” proclaimed one pro¬ 
tester’s sign as thousands 
marched through the city 
Tuesday in funeral proces¬ 
sions for two of those killed 
in the unrest. 

“Down, down with the rule 
of the Guide," mourners 
chanted, referring to the 
Brotherhood’s top lead¬ 
er, known as the general 
guide, who opponents see 
as the real power behind 
Morsi’s governments 


Chavez’s future. The con¬ 
stitution says that if a presi¬ 
dent dies or is incapacitat¬ 
ed, a new election should 
be held in 30 days. 

Lucena did not say any¬ 
thing about such a scenar¬ 
io. She said time is needed 
to prepare for municipal 
elections that are to be 
“very complex.” 
Candidates will be running 
for mayoral posts and other 
local offices.□ 


HANIA MOURTADA 
ALAN COWELL 
© 2013 New York Times 

BEIRUT - Muddied and wa¬ 
terlogged bodies of scores 
of people, most of them 
men in their 20s and 30s, 
have been found in a sub¬ 
urb of Syria’s contested 
northern city of Aleppo, 
activists and insurgent 
fighters reported Tuesday. 
Video posted by oppo¬ 
nents of President Bashar 
Assad seemed to show 
that many had been shot 
in the back of the head 
while their hands were 
bound. 

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, an activist 
organization based in Brit¬ 
ain with a network of con¬ 
tacts in Syria, said at least 
50 bodies had been locat¬ 
ed, some scattered along 
the banks of a small river in 
the Bustan al-Kaser neigh¬ 
borhood, which is mostly 
under rebel control. Later 
reports put the tally much 
higher. 

Al-Jazeera quoted a com¬ 
mander from the insurgent 
Free Syrian Army, identi¬ 
fied as Capt. Abu Sada, 
as saying there could be 
more than 100 bodies, with 
many still submerged in the 
river’s murky water. 

The commander was quot¬ 
ed as saying that all the 
victims had been “execut¬ 
ed by the regime." 

The videos emerged as the 
United Nations reported a 
fresh upsurge in the num¬ 
ber of refugees known of¬ 
ficially to have fled Syria, in¬ 


creasing the total in neigh¬ 
boring countries to more 
than 700,000 from 500,000 
in December. 

At the same time, rebel 
fighters seeking Assad’s 
overthrow appeared to 
have made advances in 
the east of the country, 
raiding a security office in 
the eastern city of Deir el- 
Zour, 

where government forces 
have seemed to reduce 
their presence to concen¬ 
trate on the center, giving 
rebels more freedom to 
maneuver. 

Activists said the insurgents 
in Deir el-Zour included Is¬ 
lamist fighters from the Al 
Nusra Front, which the Unit¬ 
ed States regards as a ter¬ 
rorist organization. The reb¬ 
els freed 11 detainees and 
captured a tank and three 
armed personnel carriers, 
according to the Local Co¬ 
ordination Committees, an 
anti-Assad activist network 
in Syria. 

In Aleppo, Syria’s most 
populous city, video on 
YouTube - which was not 
independently verifiable - 
showed the shadow of a 
cameraman moving from 
one corpse to the next. 
Another video showed five 
bodies jammed into what 
looked like a metal con¬ 
tainer or the backof a small 
truck with more corpses 
lined up on the street out¬ 
side and yet more on the 
flatbed of a pickup. 

It was not clear when the 
men had died or who they 
were. □ 



In this Monday, Jan. 28, 2013 photo, an Egyptian protester takes a break while others use green 
laser pointers during clashes between protesters and Egyptian security forces in Downtown Cairo, 
Egypt. On Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013, Egypt's army chief warned of “the collapse of the state” if the 
political crisis continues. 

(AP Photo/Virginie Nguyen Hoang) 

Venezuela local elections set for July 
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Oboma: 

‘Now is the time’ for 


immigration reform 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama de¬ 
clared Tuesday that “now 
is the time" to fix the broken 
U.S. immigration system, 
diving into the politically 
explosive issue with broad 
proposals for putting mil¬ 
lions of illegal immigrants 
on a clear path to citizen¬ 
ship while cracking down 
on businesses that employ 
people illegally and tight¬ 
ening security at the bor¬ 
ders. 

Obama, speaking at a 
campaign-style rally in Las 
Vegas, sought to win pub¬ 
lic support for changes that 
would give an estimated 
11 million illegal immigrants 
a chance to become citi¬ 
zens. The president hailed 
a bipartisan Senate group 
working on a similar track 
but left unresolved key de¬ 
tails that could derail the 
complex and emotional 
effort. 

“The question now is sim¬ 
ple," Obama said, one 
week after being sworn in 
for a second term in the 
White House. “Do we have 
the resolve as a people, 
as a country, as a govern¬ 
ment to finally put this issue 
behind us? I believe that 
we do." 

Immigration advocates 
said they expected the 
president’s proposals to 
be more progressive than 
those featured in a bi¬ 
partisan Senate plan an¬ 
nounced Monday, includ¬ 
ing a faster pathway to 
citizenship. 


Voting against Kerry were 
three Republicans — Jim 
Inhofe, John Cornyn and 
Ted Cruz. Two senators 
were absent.. “Sen. Kerry 
has a long history of lib¬ 
eral positions that are not 
consistent with a major¬ 
ity of Texans,” Cornyn said 
in a statement. The Texas 
senator is up for re-election 
next year and could face 
a conservative tea party 
challenge. 

Kerry’s smooth path to the 
nation’s top diplomatic job 


“Yes, they broke the rules,” 
Obama said Tuesday of 
those who illegally entered 
the U.S. “But these 11 million 
men and women are now 
here. ... An overwhelming 
number of these individu¬ 
als are not looking for any 


trouble.” 

Shortly after Obama fin¬ 
ished speaking, cracks 
emerged between the 
White House and the 
group of eight senators, 
which put out their propos¬ 
als one day ahead of the 
president. Republican Sen. 
Jeff Flake, from the border 


stands in stark contrast to 
the harsher treatment for 
Obama’s other national se¬ 
curity nominees — Chuck 
Hagel to be defense sec¬ 
retary and John Brennan 
to be CIA director. As a 
White House emissary, Ker¬ 
ry has tamped down diplo¬ 
matic fires for Obama. He 
also has stepped ahead 
of the administration on a 
handful of crises. He joined 
Sen. John McCain, a Re¬ 
publican, as an early pro¬ 
ponent of a more aggres¬ 
sive policy toward Libya, 


state of Arizona, criticized 
Obama for not making a 
citizenship pathway con¬ 
tingent on tighter border 
security, a central tenant 
of the lawmakers’ propos¬ 
als. “This provision is key to 
ensuring that border secu¬ 


rity is achieved, and is also 
necessary to ensure that a 
reform package can ac¬ 
tually move through Con¬ 
gress," Flake said in a state¬ 
ment. 

The simultaneous immigra¬ 
tion campaigns come in 
the wake of the Novem¬ 
ber presidential election. 


pushing for using military 
forces to impose a “no-fly 
zone" over Libya as Moam- 
mar Gadhafi’s forces killed 
rebels and other citizens. 
He was one of the early 
voices calling for Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
to step down as revolution 
roiled the nation two years 
ago. During his tenure, Ker¬ 
ry has pushed for reduc¬ 
ing the number of nuclear 
weapons, shepherding a 
U.S.-Russia treaty through 
the Senate in December 
2010, and has cast climate 


where Obama won more 
than 70 percent of the 
Hispanic vote in a defeat 
of Republican rival Mitt 
Romney, who famously 
urged illegal immigrants to 
“self-deport.” Republican 
lawmakers who had previ¬ 
ously opposed immigration 
reform were forced to re¬ 
consider it and rebuild the 
party’s reputation among 
Hispanics, an increasingly 
powerful political force. 
With the Republicans’ 
turnaround, immigration 
has surprisingly emerged 
as the rare issue with at 
least some kind of bipar¬ 
tisan support in a deeply 
divided Congress, where 
gun control and tackling 
the massive deficit face far 
bigger fights ahead. 

Still, passage of emotion¬ 
ally charged immigration 
legislation by the Demo- 
cratic-controlled Senate is 
far from assured, and the 
House of Representatives 
is dominated by conser¬ 
vative Republicans who 
have shown little interest in 
immigration overhaul. The 
Republican base opposes 
anything that might resem¬ 
ble an amnesty for illegal 
immigrants. 

Some Republicans, includ¬ 
ing House Speaker John 
Boehner and Senate Mi¬ 
nority Leader Mitch McCo¬ 
nnell, responded cautious¬ 
ly to the proposals from the 
president, on Tuesday, and 
the Senate group, which 
put forward its proposals 
one day earlier.Q 


change as a national se¬ 
curity threat, joining forces 
with Republicans on legis¬ 
lation that faced too many 
obstacles to win congres¬ 
sional passage. He has led 
delegations to Syria and 
met a few times with Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad, now 
a pariah in U.S. eyes after 
months of civil war and 
bloodshed as the govern¬ 
ment looks to put down a 
people’s rebellion. Figuring 
out an end-game for the 
country would demand all 
of Kerry’s skills.□ 


U.S. eyes African 
drone base with 
al-Qaida in mind 

ROBERT BURNS 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Plans 
to base unarmed Ameri¬ 
can surveillance drones in 
the African nation of Ni¬ 
ger highlight the Obama 
administration’s growing 
concern about extremist 
influences in the volatile re¬ 
gion. They also raise tough 
questions about how to 
contain al-Qaida and oth¬ 
er militant groups without 
committing U.S. ground 
forces in yet another war. 

In the short run, a drone 
base would enable the U.S. 
to give France more intelli¬ 
gence on the militants that 
French troops are fighting 
in neighboring Mali. Over 
time it could extend the 
reach not only of Ameri¬ 
can intelligence gathering 
but also U.S. special opera¬ 
tions missions to strengthen 
Niger’s own security forces. 
The U.S. and Niger in recent 
days signed a “status of 
forces agreement” spelling 
out legal protections and 
obligations of American 
forces that might operate 
in Niger in the future. 
Pentagon spokesman 
George Little acknowl¬ 
edged the agreement, but 
declined Tuesday to dis¬ 
cuss U.S. plans for a military 
presence in Niger. 

“They expressed a will¬ 
ingness to engage more 
closely with us, and we 
are happy to engage with 
them," Little said, adding 
that the legal agreement 
was months in the making 
and saying it was unrelat¬ 
ed to the recent fighting in 
Mali. 

The U.S. has found some of 
its efforts to fight extrem¬ 
ists hobbled by some Afri¬ 
can governments, whose 
own security forces are 
ill-equipped to launch an 
American-style hunt for the 
militants yet are reluctant 
to accept U.S. help be¬ 
cause of fears the Ameri¬ 
cans will overstay their wel¬ 
come and trample their 
sovereignty. 

At France’s request, the 
U.S. has flown 17 Air Force 
transport flights to move 
French troops and their 
equipment to Mali in re¬ 
cent days, Little said.Q 


Senate confirms Kerry to head State Dept 

Continued from front 



President Barack Obama speaks about immigration reform 
Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013, at Del Sol High School in Las Vegas. 

(AP Photo/Isaac Brekken) 
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Gun proponent: more gun control not serious idea 


ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ban¬ 
ning some assault weap¬ 
ons and requiring back¬ 
ground checks for all fire¬ 
arms purchases are not a 
serious attempt to reduce 
gun violence, a top U.S. 
gun advocacy group of¬ 
ficial warned Tuesday as 
Congress geared up for 
the year's first hearing on 
the subject. 

Wayne LaPierre, executive 
vice president of the Na¬ 
tional Rifle Association, said 
the country must instead 
focus on boosting security 
at schools, enforcing exist¬ 
ing gun laws and taking 
more steps to deny guns 
to people with mental ill- 

A Diamondback Firearms representative, rear right, explains features of one of their rifles on 

... ‘ display at the 35th annual SHOT Show in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Julie Jacobson) 

Law-abiding gun owners 

will not accept blame for 
the acts of violent or de¬ 



somewhat milder in tone 
than remarks he made 



less than two weeks after 
the mass shooting. Then, 
he attacked the “media 
machine" for blaming the 
gun industry for attacks like 
Newtown and said what 
was needed to prevent 
the next massacre were 
armed guards and police 
in every school. 

“We need to be honest 
about what works and 
what does not work. Pro¬ 
posals that would only 
serve to burden the law- 
abiding have failed in the 
past and will fail in the fu¬ 
ture,” he said in his pre¬ 
pared remarks. 

A ban on some semi-au¬ 
tomatics considered to 
be assault weapons was 
tried from 1994 to 2004 and 
failed to reduce crime, he 
said. He also said back¬ 
ground checks will never 
be universal because crim¬ 
inals won’t submit to them. 
Both are among measures 
that Obama is seeking. 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, a 
Democrat, has already in¬ 
troduced legislation taking 
similar steps to Obama’s 
proposals, including ban¬ 
ning assault weapons and 
magazines that house 
more than 10 rounds of 
ammunition. 

She said Tuesday that she 
will hold her own hearing 
on gun control because 
she was unhappy that 
three of the five witnesses 
testifying to the Judiciary 
panel on Wednesday are 
“skewed against us.” Fein¬ 
stein is a member of the 
committee.□ 


ranged criminals. Nor do ment should dictate what 
we believe the govern- we can lawfully own and 
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use to protect our families," 
LaPierre said in testimony 
that he planned to deliver 
Wednesday at a hearing 
by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

LaPierre’s statement, re¬ 
leased Tuesday by the 
NRA, came nearly seven 
weeks after the massacre 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Con¬ 
necticut, in which a gun¬ 
man killed 20 children and 
six adults. 

The horrific slayings have 
revived the national de¬ 
bate over gun control, with 
President Barack Obama 
proposing a range of re¬ 
strictions last week and 
members of Congress in¬ 
troducing legislation on 
the subject. 

LaPierre’s testimony was 
similar in substance but 


Texas woman’s execution 
halted; DA will not appeal 


MICHAEL GRACZYK 
Associated Press 
HUNTSVILLE, Texas (AP) — 

Prosecutors say they aren’t 
appealing a state judge’s 
decision to halt the sched¬ 
uled Tuesday evening ex¬ 
ecution of a Texas woman. 
She would have been the 
first woman put to death in 
the U.S. since 2010. 

State District Judge Larry 
Mitchell issued a reprieve 
for 51-year-old Kimberly 
McCarthy less than five 


hours before she could 
have been taken to the 
death chamber for the 
1997 slaying of a neighbor. 
Dallas County Assistant Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Shelly Yeatts 
says McCarthy’s execution 
date now is April 3. McCar¬ 
thy’s lawyers contend the 
jury that convicted her of 
murder was improperly se¬ 
lected on the basis of race. 
McCarthy is black. Her jury 
was made up of 11 whites 
and one black person.□ 
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Lahood to leave transportation department 


Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood at a news 
conference in New York. LaHood, the former Republican 
congressman from Illinois who has run the Transportation 
Department under President Barack Obama, will not serve 
a second term, he told department employees in a letter on 
Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013. 

(Michael Kirby Smith/The New York Times) 


MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
© 2013 New York Times 

Ray LaHood, the former 
Republican congressman 
from Illinois who has run the 
nation’s Transportation De¬ 
partment under President 
Barack Obama, will not 


serve a second term, he 
told department employ¬ 
ees in a letter Tuesday. 
“I’ve told President 
Obama, and I’ve told 
many of you, that this is the 
best job I’ve ever had. I’m 
grateful to have the op¬ 


portunity to work with all of 
you," LaHood wrote. 

He cited the department’s 
efforts to curb distracted 
driving and to increase the 
efficiency of automobiles 
by raising emissions stan¬ 
dards. 

As transportation secre¬ 
tary, LaHood was at the 
center of efforts to reduce 
fatigue among pilots and 
called for greater invest¬ 
ment in high-speed rail. He 
also pushed for large fines 
against Toyota for safety 
problems and for a new 
transportation bill in Con¬ 
gress. “We have made 
great progress in improv¬ 
ing the safety of our tran¬ 
sit systems, pipelines, and 
highways, and in reducing 
roadway fatalities to histor¬ 
ic lows," he said. “We have 
strengthened consumer 


protections with new reg¬ 
ulations on buses, trucks, 
and airlines.” 

LaHood’s decision makes 
him the latest in a series 
of members of the presi¬ 
dent’s original Cabinet to 
announce their departure 
in the past several weeks. 

In a statement, Obama 
praised LaHood, the last 
remaining Republican 
from the president’s first- 
term Cabinet, as a pub¬ 
lic servant who has been 
more interested in practi¬ 
cal solutions than in par¬ 
tisan politics. “Years ago, 
we were drawn together 
by a shared belief that 
those of us in public service 
owe an allegiance not to 
party or faction, but to the 
people we were elected 
to represent,” the presi¬ 
dent wrote.□ 


Judge: 

BP criminal settlement 
approved 


CLIFFORD KRAUSS 
© 2013 New York Times 
HOUSTON - A federal judge 
in New Orleans on Tuesday 
approved an agreement 
between BP and the Jus¬ 
tice Department for the 
company to plead guilty 
to manslaughter and pay 
$4 billion in criminal pen¬ 
alties for the 2010 oil well 
blowout and spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico that left 11 
workers dead. 

Under the settlement, 
reached in November, BP 
pleaded guilty to 14 crimi¬ 
nal charges. 

Its payment of $4 billion will 
resolve all criminal charges 
related to the Macondo 
well blowout and destruc¬ 
tion of the Deepwater Ho¬ 
rizon rig, 

which spilled millions of 
barrels of oil and fouled 


hundreds of miles of shore 
along the gulf coast. 
Several dozen people 
submitted letters to Judge 
Sarah S. Vance, of U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Court in New Orleans, 
requesting that she reject 
the plea agreement. 

Some wanted additional 
financial compensation, 
while others requested 
stronger punishment for BP 
supervisors or a more pow¬ 
erful apology. 

“If I had my wish,” wrote 
Ashley Manuel, daughter 
of Keith Blair Manuel, one 
of the 11 rig workers who 
died, “it would be that the 
three representatives from 
BP who sat in my grandpar¬ 
ents’ living room and lied 
to my face about the ac¬ 
cident would sit in jail and 
feel the same pain and loss 
I feel.’O 
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Cities’ plans to close struggling 
schools comes under scrutiny 


Gov. Brown looks to 
rejuvenate California’s 
educational system 


JON HURDLE 
© 2013 New York Times 
PHILADELPHIA - The U.S. 
Department of Education 
is investigating complaints 
that plans to close or re¬ 
organize public schools in 
Philadelphia, Detroit and 
Newark, N.J., discriminate 
against black and Hispan¬ 
ic students, as well as those 
with disabilities, a depart¬ 
ment official confirmed on 
Monday. Community ac¬ 
tivists from those cities and 
15 others are scheduled to 


meet Tuesday with Educa¬ 
tion Secretary Arne Dun¬ 
can to urge a moratorium 
on school-closing plans 
until agreements can be 
reached on alternatives. 
Jitu Brown, a community 
organizer from the South 
Side of Chicago, said the 
community representa¬ 
tives would seek imme¬ 
diate action on the civil 
rights complaints, and 
would urge officials to halt 


school closings, stop plans 
to turn public schools over 
to private contractors, 
end “phaseouts” in which 
schools cease to accept 
new students so that num¬ 
bers dwindle, and to stop 
the practice of combining 
public schools with char¬ 
ter schools. “Racism is real 
in the U.S.," Brown said. 
“There are different rules 
for the students in our com¬ 
munity." Daren Briscoe, a 
spokesman for the Educa¬ 
tion Department, said it has 


no power to put a morato¬ 
rium on locally mandated 
school closings. The de¬ 
partment's civil rights office 
has never substantiated a 
complaint based on such 
a program, he said. 

If a school district is found 
to have violated civil rights 
through a closing program, 
it can be taken to court or 
denied federal funds, but it 
is more likely that the par¬ 
ties involved will reach a 


settlement, Briscoe said. 
Community groups in New 
York, Chicago and Wash¬ 
ington have also fled civil 
rights complaints, although 
those have not been inves¬ 
tigated. Here in Philadel¬ 
phia, the district last month 
published a plan to close 
37 schools, about one-sixth 
of the total, in an effort to 
close a $1.1 billion budget 
deficit over five years, and 
reduce the number of un¬ 
derutilized and underper¬ 
forming schools. The plan 


will be voted on in March 
by the School Reform 
Commission, a state-run 
body that oversees Phila¬ 
delphia schools. 

Action United, a group 
that opposes the closings, 
presented data Monday 
showing that 80 percent of 
the students affected by 
the planned closings are 
black; the district’s enroll¬ 
ment is 55 percent black 
and 19 percent HispanicQ 


JENNIFER MEDINA 
© 2013 New York Times 
LOS ANGELES - Decades 
of state budget cuts have 
chipped away at Califor¬ 
nia's community colleges, 
California State University 
and the University of Cali¬ 
fornia, once the state’s 
brightest beacons of pride. 
But now Gov. Jerry Brown 
seems determined to re¬ 
store some of the luster to 
the system. 

Last year, he told voters 
that a tax increase was the 
only way to avoid more 
years of drastic cuts. Now, 
with the tax increase ap¬ 
proved and universities 
anticipating more money 
from the state for the first 
time in years, Brown is ea¬ 
ger to take an active role 
in shaping the University of 
California and California 
State University systems. 
California's public colleges 
- so central to the state's 
identity that their indepen¬ 
dence is enshrined in its 
constitution - have long 
been seen as gateway 
to the middle class. Over 
the last five years tuition 
at both the UC and Cal 
State schools has shot up, 
though the colleges re¬ 
main some of the less cost¬ 
ly in the country. 

Governors and legislatures 
are trying to exert more in¬ 
fluence on state colleges, 
often trying to prod the 
schools to save money, 
matters that some say are 
“arguably best left to the 
academic institution,” said 


John Aubrey Douglass, a 
senior research fellow of 
public policy and higher 
education at Berkeley. 
“He’s creating stability, 
but basically he’s looking 
at cost containment with 
an eye on the public con¬ 
stituency,” Douglass said. 
“But the system has been 
through a very long period 
disinvestment and this may 
meet an immediate politi¬ 
cal need, but it is not what 
is going to help in the long 
term." 

Spurred by grumbling from 
voters, legislators have re¬ 
peatedly complained that 
too many out of state stu¬ 
dents are enrolling in the 
University of California, ar¬ 
guing that they take spots 
away from talented local 
students. 

But others argue that with¬ 
out the out of state stu¬ 
dents, who make up less 
than 9 percent of under¬ 
graduates and pay much 
more in tuition, the univer¬ 
sity would have to make 
even deeper cuts. 

Timothy White, the newly 
appointed chancellor for 
California State University 
and the former chancel¬ 
lor at UC Riverside, said the 
systems were facing a fun¬ 
damental dilemma over 
access. 

“Our budget is not going to 
allow us to grow enrollment 
at all, so I’m concerned 
that we are going to dis¬ 
appoint a lot of people in 
a lot of communities,” he 
said.Q 




A pedestrian passes University City High School in Philadelphia, which may be closed due to 
budget cuts. The U.S. Department of Education is investigating complaints that plans to close 
public schools in Philadelphia and other cities discriminate against minority students, as well as 
those with disabilities, an Education Department official confirmed on Jan. 28, 2013. 

(Mark Makela/The New York Times) 
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New York concedes “Don’t Honk” campaign a lost cause 


MATT FLEGENHEIMER 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Cabbies do 
it from the back of a taxi 
line at the Port Authority 
Bus Terminal, coaxing their 
colleagues to move up a 
spot. Commuters do it at 
the mouth of the Holland 
Tunnel, flabbergasted that 
others in a city of 8 million 
might share their route. 

And should a fellow driver 
commit the cardinal sin 
of hesitating at a light just 
turned green, anyone - 
from brain surgeons to 
criminals to the kindliest of 
grandmothers - can be ex¬ 
pected to smack a palm 
against the steering wheel. 
“Those people,” former 
Mayor Edward I. Koch said, 
“are the worst.” 

Honking. 

It is the signature act of the 
New York City road, and in 
the grand tradition of jay¬ 
walking, it happens to be il¬ 
legal; everyone does it, but 
barely anyone is punished. 
Now, it appears, the city 
has effectively thrown up 
its hands - or, more accu¬ 
rately, taken down its signs. 
In a move condemned 
by critics as a tacit surren¬ 
der to a ubiquitous noise, 
the Transportation Depart¬ 
ment has begun removing 
all “Don’t Honk" signs from 
the streets, and predicts 
there will be none left by 
the end of the year. 

City officials said the move 
was part of an effort to de¬ 
clutter the streets of often 
ignored signs. Nonetheless, 
the decision has ignited a 
voluble opposition among 
noise-conscious New York¬ 
ers, particularly in high- 
traffic residential areas like 
the Upper East and Upper 
West Sides. 


“I can’t tell you how many 
requests I get for ‘no honk¬ 
ing’ signs,” said Gale A. 
Brewer, a councilwoman 
in Manhattan who wrote 
a letter to the city’s trans¬ 
portation commissioner, 
Janette Sadik-Khan, argu¬ 
ing against the change. 
“The notion of taking down 
information when informa¬ 
tion is so hard to get in New 
York City is pretty bad.” 


An ill-advised honk remains 
illegal, carrying a fine of 
$350. Few are actually 
fined; last year, the Police 
Department issued 206 
summonses for “unneces¬ 
sary use of horn.” 

Koch, whose administra¬ 
tion introduced the “Don’t 
Honk" signs in the 1980s, 
said he believed “there’s 
far less honking today than 
there was” then, and he 


credited the signs for play¬ 
ing “a role in making that 
happen." But interviews 
with officials, residents and 
cabbies suggest that it is 
virtually impossible to tell 
whether honking has de¬ 
creased in New York City, 
or to gauge how effective 
the signs have been. Many 
said they believed honking 
had been curbed some¬ 
what, but wondered if they 


had simply stopped notic¬ 
ing it, allowing the horn 
to become the ambient 
soundtrack of their days. 
“Blowing the horn is a fact 
of life, part of the fabric 
and culture of the city," 
said Robert Sinclair Jr., a 
spokesman for AAA New 
York. “If it weren’t there, 
people would wonder.” 
The Transportation Depart¬ 
ment noted that since 


2008, complaints to 311 
about honking have de¬ 
clined 63 percent citywide, 
to 1,796 in 2012 - suggest¬ 
ing that either honking has 
waned or tolerance has 
risen. Seth Solomonow, a 
spokesman for the depart¬ 
ment, said that while the 
reason for the drop was 
unclear, “we’re not aware 
of any evidence that the 
signs have had any impact 


on locations where they’ve 
been installed.” 

Mayor Michael R. Bloom¬ 
berg recently acknowl¬ 
edged that the city did not 
enforce traffic laws as well 
as it should. But in some 
comers of his administra¬ 
tion, the honk has been 
given outsize attention. 

The Taxi of Tomorrow, which 
is expected be phased 
into the citywide fleet late 


this year, was outfitted with 
both a “low-annoyance” 
horn and a set of amber 
horn lights that illuminate 
the vehicle’s roof panel 
whenever a driver honks. 
Sandra Deifel, 27, who 
traveled this month with 
her husband Frank from 
Cologne, Germany, on her 
first trip to New York, said 
she had already grown ac¬ 
customed to the honking. 


It took all of four days. 

“You get used to it,” she 
said. “Now I can’t recog¬ 
nize it anymore.” 

But recalling the highlights 
of the trip, Deifel admitted 
that an escape from the 
clamor had done them 
good. “Just an hour ago, 
we went into St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral,” she said, clos¬ 
ing her eyes briefly. “It was 
so quiet.”□ 



A “Don't Honk” sign in New York, Jan. 27, 2013. In a move condemned by critics as a tacit surrender, the Transportation Department 
has begun removing all “Don't Honk” signs from the streets. (Michael Appleton/The New York Times) 
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UN hears warning: Mali rebels may head for Libya 


PETER SPIELMANN 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

The U.N.’s special repre¬ 
sentative for Libya warned 
the Security Council on 
Tuesday that France's mili¬ 
tary offensive in northern 
Mali may drive Islamic in¬ 
surgents out and across 
the porous borders with Al¬ 
geria and into Libya. 

U.N. officials including 
peacekeeping chief Fierve 
Ladsous have said that 
the Islamist occupation of 
northern Mali was partly 
triggered by the downfall 
of Libyan dictator Moam- 
mar Gadhafi in 2011, as 


well-trained militiamen fled 
into Mali with looted heavy 
weapons, driving back the 
Malian army. 

U.N. special representative 
for Libya Tarek Mitri told the 
Security Council that “the 
opposition of armed radi¬ 
cal groups to the military 
intervention in Mali may 
exacerbate the situation 
(in Libya) given ideological 
and/or ethnic affiliations as 
well as porous borders in 
Libya.” 

French and African land 
forces are battling al-Qai- 
da-linked Islamists in north¬ 
ern Mali, while a renewed 
bout of unrest has gripped 
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Chadian soldiers patrol the streets of Gao, northern Mali, 
Tuesday Jan. 29, 2013, days after Malian and French military 
forces closed in and retook the town from Islamist rebels. 

(AP Photo/Jerome Delay) 


Egypt following the two- 
year anniversary of the 
revolution that toppled 
strongman FHosni Mubarak. 
In addition, a Jan. 16 ter¬ 
ror attack on Algeria’s 
Ain Amenas natural gas 
plant in the Sahara ignited 


a four-day siege with Al¬ 
gerian forces in which at 
least 37 hostages and 29 
militants were killed. An al- 
Qaida-affiliated group has 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack. 

Mitri said that he was also 


concerned about the con¬ 
tinued detention of several 
thousand people as result 
of the Libyan conflict. 

Fie told reporters that some 
7,000 detainees are held in 
Libya, most of them in cells 
run by the anti-Gadhafi 
revolutionary brigades. 
“There have been cases 
of torture in the past,” but 
conditions are improving 
as more prisoners are trans¬ 
ferred to state-controlled 
prisons. “There are still a 
few cases of torture, but 
only a few,” Mitri added. 
Although about 20,000 rev¬ 
olutionary brigade mem¬ 
bers have joined the new 
Libyan army or police forc¬ 
es, about 200,000 armed 
men “are not ready to get 
absorbed” into the new 
Libyan institutions, adding 
to the instability, Mitri told 
reporters.^ 


Israel takes a pass on U.N. rights review 


NICKCUMMING-BRUCE 
© 2013 New York Times 
GENEVA - Israel on Tuesday 
became the first country to 
withhold cooperation from 
a U.N. review of its human 
rights practices, shunning 
efforts by the United States 
and others to encourage it 
to participate. Represen¬ 
tatives from Israel did not 
appear at a session of the 
U.N. Fluman Rights Coun¬ 
cil in Geneva on Tuesday 
when it was due to present 
a report as part of what 
is known as the Universal 
Periodic Review process, 
in which all 193 member 
states had previously par¬ 
ticipated. 

Israel’s mission to the Unit¬ 
ed Nations in Geneva infor¬ 
mally notified the Fluman 


Rights Council earlier this 
month that it wanted to 
delay its participation but 
did not follow up with a for¬ 
mal request for postpone¬ 
ment, creating uncertainty 
about its intentions. 

The uncertainty led to in¬ 
tense behind-the-scenes 
discussions to persuade 
Israel to reconsider its posi¬ 
tion. 

“We have encouraged 
the Israelis to come to the 
council and to tell their 
story and to present their 
own narrative of their own 
human rights situation,” 
the U.S. ambassador to 
the council, Eileen Cham¬ 
berlain Donahoe, said last 
week. “The United States is 
absolutely, fully behind the 
Universal Periodic Review, 


and we do not want to see 
the mechanism in any way 
harmed.” 

The underlying concern 
expressed by many coun¬ 
cil members in Tuesday’s 
session is that Israel’s de¬ 
cision to stay away from 
the review has broken es¬ 
tablished practice of co¬ 
operation observed by 
all countries, opening the 
door to noncooperation 
by others. 

The greater concern, some 
members said, is that if Is¬ 
rael persists in this action 
it would jeopardize a col¬ 
laborative peer review 
process widely valued for 
shedding light on the hu¬ 
man rights practices of 
even the most closed and 
repressive governments. □ 
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Suicide bomber kills 2 at Somali president’s villa 


ABDI GULED 
Associated Press 
MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) 

— A suicide bomber Tues¬ 
day detonated explosives 
outside the prime minis¬ 
ter’s home in Somalia’s 
presidential palace com¬ 
pound, killing two peo¬ 
ple, security officials said. 
AI-Qaida-linked militants 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack. 

The man blew himself up 
in the morning when ques¬ 
tioned by soldiers at a 
checkpoint in the palace 
complex known as Villa So¬ 
malia, said Mohamed Ali, 
a police officer at the of¬ 
ficial residence in Mogadi¬ 
shu, the capital. 

Villa Somalia has a large 
compound with several 
buildings and checkpoints. 
The bomber was four more 
checkpoints away from 
President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud’s home, Ali said. 
The president is said to be 
out of the country on state 


business. 

The checkpoint where the 
blast took place is near the 
home of Prime Minister’s 
Abdi Farah Shirdon, which 
is also in the compound. 


according to officials. 
Shirdon was at home but 
was not harmed, accord¬ 
ing to an official from the 
palace who insisted on an¬ 


onymity because he is not 
authorized to speak with 
the press. 

Shirdon later released a 
statement read by Soma¬ 
lia’s information minister 


saying one soldier was 
killed in the attack and 
the attacker is believed 
to be an operative of the 
al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab 



A Somali soldier guards the front gate of the presidential palace 
following a suicide bomb attack in Mogadishu, Somalia, Tues¬ 
day, Jan. 29, 2013. A suicide bomber detonated explosives out¬ 
side the prime minister's home in Somalia's presidential palace 
compound, killing two people, an official said Tuesday. 

(AP Photo/Farah Abdi Warsameh) 


China: No compromising sovereignty 


C. BODEEN 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — China will 
never compromise on its 
sovereignty, security or 
development interests, its 
leader said Tuesday, ex¬ 
pressing a firm line on for¬ 
eign affairs amid territorial 
disputes with Japan and 
other neighboring coun¬ 
tries. Xi Jinping told mem¬ 
bers of the ruling Commu¬ 
nist Party’s Politburo that 
China would stick to its 
policy of peaceful devel¬ 
opment but would never 
sacrifice its legitimate rights 
or basic interests. 

“No foreign country should 
expect us to make a deal 
on our core interests and 
hope we will swallow the 
bitter pill that will damage 
our sovereignty, security 
and development inter¬ 


ests,” Xi told the 25-mem¬ 
ber body in remarks car¬ 
ried prominently on state 
television’s evening news 
broadcast. 

Xi’s comments reflect ob¬ 
servers’ views that the son 
of one of the Communist 
state’s founding fathers 
would take a relatively 
tough stand in foreign af¬ 
fairs in keeping with Chi¬ 
na’s recent assertiveness in 
its territorial claims. 

It comes during a conflict 
with Japan that has seen 
Beijing routinely send ships 
to confront Tokyo’s coast 
guard in waters surround¬ 
ing islands both claim in 
the East China Sea. The 
standoff over the uninhab¬ 
ited group, known as Sen- 
kaku in Japan and Diaoyu 
in China, has threatened to 
spark a clash, either by ac¬ 


cident or intentionally, and 
both sides have urged talks 
to manage the dispute 
without backing down on 
their claims to own the is¬ 
lands. In the highest-level 
contact between the sides 
since tensions over the is¬ 
lands spiked in Septem¬ 
ber, Xi met last week with 
an envoy of Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe and accepted 
a cordial letter from the 
Japanese leader. 

The two men also discussed 
a possible summit between 
Xi and Abe and appeared 
to dial back some of the 
intensity of the dispute. In 
Japan, Abe told a televi¬ 
sion talk show on Tuesday 
that he would be willing to 
meet with Xi to help mend 
ties, but that Japan would 
not negotiate over owner¬ 
ship of the islands.Q 


insurgent group. “This inhu¬ 
mane and barbaric attack 
shows once again the cru¬ 
el twisted ideology of killing 
and destruction by the al- 
Shabab," Shirdon said. 
Al-Shabab announced 
that it was behind the at¬ 
tack. 

“One of our martyrs from 
the martyrdom brigade 
has carried out a success¬ 
ful attack on a house oc¬ 
cupied by the intelligence 
apostates in the presiden¬ 


tial palace,” Sheik Abdiaziz 
Abu-Musab, the military 
spokesman for the Islamist 
militant group, told report¬ 
ers. 

He claimed the bomber 
killed seven soldiers. How¬ 
ever, a military officer at 
the palace, Yusuf Abdi, 
said two soldiers died and 
three others were wound¬ 
ed in the explosion, back¬ 
ing what Ali had said. 

“He killed two people and 
himself on the spotQ 
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British queen not likely to follow Dutch example 


GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — One Eu¬ 
ropean queen has an¬ 
nounced her retirement. 
Any chance Europe’s most 
famous queen — Elizabeth 
II of Britain — might join 
her? Not likely, experts say. 
The spectacle of Queen 
Beatrix of the Netherlands 
stepping down in April at 
age 75 so her 45-year-old 
son can become king is 
sparking some speculation 
in Britain about whether 
Elizabeth might follow suit 
so her eldest son, Prince 
Charles, can start his reign. 
Elizabeth is 86. Charles, 64, 
has been heir to the throne 
since he was three. 

The British press poked fun 
at these concerns Tues¬ 
day, with the Daily Mirror 
featuring a photo of Beatrix 


with the headline: “Queen 
Gives Up Her Throne to 
Son." Then, in smaller type, 
“Easy, Charles...It’s Queen 
Beatrix of Netherlands.” 


Others said, “Sorry 
Charles...it’s in Holland, not 
here!” 

But commentators quickly 


noted that Elizabeth — 
who seems to be in excel¬ 
lent health — has said in 
the past that she regards 
being queen as a “job for 


MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi¬ 
can officials broke up a 
bizarre cult that alleg¬ 
edly ran a sex-slavery ring 
among its followers on the 
U.S. border, authorities said 
Tuesday. The “Defensores 
de Cristo” or “Defenders 
of Christ" cult allegedly 
recruited women to have 
sex with a Spanish man 
who claimed he was the 
reincarnation of Christ. 
Followers were subjected 
to forced labor or sexual 
services, including prosti¬ 
tution, according to a vic¬ 
tims’ advocacy group that 
said it filed a complaint 
more than a year ago 
about the cult. 

Federal police, agents of 
Mexico’s National Immi¬ 
gration Institute and prose¬ 
cutors raided a house ear¬ 
lier this week near Nuevo 
Laredo, across the border 
from Laredo, Texas, and 
found cult members, in¬ 
cluding children, living in 
filthy conditions 
The institute said 14 for¬ 
eigners were detained in 


life.” At her Diamond Ju¬ 
bilee last summer marking 
60 years on the throne, 
former Prime Minister John 
Major said the idea that 
the queen would abdi¬ 
cate was “absolutely ab¬ 
surd.” He said she would 
serve her entire life unless a 
health crisis made it impos¬ 
sible. Author Robert Lacey, 
who has written several 
books about the British 
monarchy, said Beatrix’s 
decision would likely firm 
up Elizabeth’s resolve. 

“It would reinforce her feel¬ 
ing that the Dutch don’t 
know what monarchy is 
about, and that she should 
go on forever,” he said. 
“The crown is a job for life 


the raid and have been 
turned over to prosecutors, 
pending possible charges. 
Those detained include six 
Spaniards, and two people 
each from Brazil, Bolivia 
and Venezuela. One per¬ 
son from Argentina and 
one from Ecuador were 
also detained. Spain’s For¬ 
eign Affairs Ministry con¬ 
firmed its citizens were 
among those arrested. 

The institute said 10 Mexi¬ 
cans were also found at 
the house, mainly wom¬ 
en, and are presumably 
among the victims of the 
cult. The Attorney Gener¬ 
al’s Office said the investi¬ 
gation was still under way 
as to what charges, if any, 
might apply in the case. 
Given the binds of sect 
loyalty that had been built 
over an estimated three 
years, prosecutors were still 
trying to work out which 
of the detainees may be 
considered victims, and 
which were abusers. 

The institute said the sect’s 
leaders made members 
pay “tithes,” with money or 
forced labor. 


in the British system.” 

Lacey said the idea of 
abdicating is particularly 
unpleasant for Elizabeth 
because her uncle, King 
Edward VIII, abdicated 
in 1936 so he could marry 
Wallis Simpson, a divorced 
American woman. 

The resulting scandal, re¬ 
membered as a low point 
for the monarchy, brought 
her father, King George VI, 
to the throne. 

No one in British history has 
been heir apparent as 
long as the now-greying 
Charles, who is set to be¬ 
come a grandfather when 
his daughter-in-law, the 
former Kate Middleton, 
gives birth this summer. □ 


An official of the institute 
who was not authorized to 
be quoted by name said 
that women were recruit¬ 
ed to the sect and then 
were forced to have sex 
with sect elders; the official 
described it as a form of 
human trafficking that in¬ 
cluded prostitution. 
Spaniard Ignacio Gonza¬ 
lez de Arriba set up shop in 
Mexico about three years 
ago, after a stint in Brazil 
and other parts of South 
America. He quickly be¬ 
came involved in offering 
courses on “bio-program- 
ming," an esoteric prac¬ 
tice that claims to allow 
practicants to ‘reprogram’ 
their brains to eliminate 
pain, suffering and anxiety. 
But according to the De¬ 
fenders of Christ website, 
he quickly moved on to 
claim that he was Jesus 
Christ reincarnated. 

Photos of Gonzalez de Ar¬ 
riba are juxtaposed with 
a painting of Christ, pur¬ 
portedly showing how the 
Spaniards eyebrows, nose 
and mouth are “exactly 
like” those of Christ. □ 



Britain's Queen Elizabeth II is greeted by Netherlands' Queen 
Beatrix at Rotterdam airport, Netherlands. 

(AP Photo/Robin Utrecht) 
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Wednesday from 5:30 to 8:30 pm 




Sail along Aruba’s scenic coastline and 
enjoy the sunset followed by a Caribbean 
buffet catered by award-winning chefs. 


Book now! www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Brazil police: Outdoor flare started nightclub fire 


BRADLEY BROOKS 
Associated Press 
SANTA MARIA, Brazil (AP) — 

Penny-pinching by a band 
known for its onstage pyro¬ 
technic displays may have 
cost more than 230 people 
their lives at a nightclub in 
southern Brazil, according 
to a state police inspector 
leading the investigation 
into this weekend's deadly 
blaze. 

Inspector Marcelo Arigony 
told reporters at a news 
conference Tuesday that 
members of the band 
knowingly purchased flares 
meant for outdoor use be¬ 
cause they cost a mere 
$1.25 a piece, compared 
with the $35 price tag for 
an indoor flare. 

“The flare lit was for out¬ 
door use only, and the 
people who lit them know 
that,” said Arigony. 

“They chose to buy those 
because they were cheap¬ 
er than those that can be 
used indoors.” 

The repercussions of that 
choice continued to send 
shock waves through San¬ 
ta Maria, a college town 
of 260,000 people that's 
been stunned by the early 
Sunday morning tragedy in 
the Kiss nightclub. 

The Rio Grande do Sul 
state forensics department 
raised the death toll Tues¬ 
day from 231 to 234 to ac¬ 
count for three victims who 
did not appear on the orig¬ 
inal list of the dead. 
Authorities say more than 
120 people remain hospi¬ 
talized for smoke inhalation 
and burns, with dozens of 
them in critical condition. 
The blaze began at around 
2:30 am local time, during 
a performance by Guriza- 
da Fandangueira, a coun¬ 
try music band that had 
made the use of pyrotech¬ 
nics a trademark of their 
shows. 



Girls cry in front of a makeshift memorial outside the Kiss nightclub where a fire killed over 230 
people in Santa Maria, Brazil, Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013. The repercussions of a tragic nightclub fire 
in southern Brazil widened Tuesday as mayors around the country cracked down on such venues 
in their own cities and investigators searched two other nightspots owned by a partner in the club 
that caught ablaze. (AP Photo/Felipe Dana) 


public protests are rare. 

The demonstration inter¬ 
rupted the police news 
conference, even as Arigo¬ 
ny pledged to investigate 
everyone involved in the 
tragedy — including the 
authorities charged with 
making sure such estab¬ 
lishments are up to code, 
such as firefighters and city 
officials. 

The fire inspired nationwide 
action, and several may¬ 
ors said they would crack 
down on nightclubs and 
other venues in their cities. 
The government of the 
country’s biggest city, Sao 
Paulo, promised tougher 
security regulations for 
nightclubs and other plac¬ 
es where many people 
gatherQ 


Police have said the club’s 
ceiling was covered with 
an insulating foam made 
from a combustible mate¬ 
rial that appeared to have 
ignited after it came in 
contact with a spark from 
a flare lit during the perfor¬ 
mance. 

After the fire extinguisher 
malfunctioned, the blaze 
spread throughout the 
packed club at lightning 
speed, emitting a thick, 
toxic smoke. 

Because Kiss apparently 
had neither an alarm nor 
a sprinkler system and 
only one working exit, the 
crowd was left to search 
desperately for a way out. 
About 50 of the victims 


were found in the club’s 
two bathrooms, where the 
blinding smoke caused 
them to believe the doors 
were exits. 

Police investigator Arigony 
said people headed to the 
bathrooms because the 
only lights in the dark club 
were coming from there, 
and the patrons mistook 
them for exits. 

“There were diverse irregu¬ 
larities,” he said. “Any child 
could have seen that this 
establishment should not 
have been open.” 
Outraged locals marched 
through Santa Maria Tues¬ 
day to demand justice 
for the dead, an unusual 
move in a country where 


BENLO CIGARS 

Import A Export * .tit 1 ship uflover the world * TehfSAJUSS 
Lncatad in rte Atowak Garden, nett to Safe & Pepper,. 
_ Rjpgmi Jntf Jingo BMmbmC _ 

11 t r are specialized in premium ( uhtni f rgarx. 
Opening it ours: Mott. - Sat, ftiJOimt - IhQOpm 
Sunday 9:&0am - 11:00pm 

[ c n si id Iris on purchase, m nave fflscounls sianiim Irani 54 up to 2 n . 
With purchase nl$frl n r more t FUEL ClSltH 


firing dtis coupon far your free Cuban Cigar! 



STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH * SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel’s at walking distance. 

RESERVATION REQUIRED 


TEL: 586-7333 
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AUGUST 2011 ... TWO PEOPLE WENT SNORKELING IN ARUBA ... ONLY ONE CAME BACK. 

FROM THE AUTHOR OF AN ISLANO AWAY COMBS 
A THRILLER INSPIRED BY ACTUAL EVENTS 

★★★★★ 

“Putkowski takes fact and wonderfully weaves it into a captivating tale of what if.” 

— MARTIN SAVIDGE, ANCHOR/CORRESPONDENT, CNN 


ON SALE 
IN ARUBAi 





READ ADD OF DAW/ED FUTKOMSKI'S NOVELS 
On Your Kindle, iPhone, Android, iPad, Mac,& PC 

amazon.com facebook.com/DanielPutkowski 
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Debris of Missoni plane washes up on Curacao 



Divers search for signs of a missing plane carrying the CEO of 
the Missoni fashion firm, Vittorio Missoni. The first sign of debris 
from the plane has surfaced in the Dutch Caribbean island of 
Curacao, an official said Tuesday. (AP Photo) 


KAREN ATTIAH 
Associated Press 
WILLEMSTAD, Curacao (AP) 

— The first sign of debris 
from a missing plane that 
was carrying the CEO of 
Italian fashion house Mis¬ 
soni has surfaced in the 
Dutch Caribbean island of 
Curacao, an official said 
Tuesday. 

A German tourist found a 
bag belonging to an Ital¬ 
ian who missed the flight 
that Vittorio Missoni was 
on when the plane van¬ 
ished shortly after takeoff 
on Jan. 4 near Venezuela, 
said Norman Serphos, a 
spokesman for Curacao’s 
prosecutor’s office. 
Curacao lies about 200 
miles (320 kilometers) west 
of the resort islands of Los 
Roques, where the plane 
departed for Caracas, the 


capital of Venezuela. 
Serphos said the German 
tourist had contacted the 
owner of the bag in Italy, 
who in turn called police in 
Curacao. 

Local police received the 
bag on Friday and are 
working with authorities in 
Venezuela and Italy, Ser¬ 
phos said. 

The bag was found along 
Curacao’s rocky north 
coast, a place sometimes 
frequented by tourists, Ser¬ 
phos said. 

An official at the Italian 
Embassy in Caracas con¬ 
firmed that a bag had 
been found in Curacao. 
The official spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
he wasn’t authorized to 
comment publicly on the 
matter. He said the em¬ 
bassy planned to make a 


statement later. 

The BN-2 Islander plane 
was carrying Missoni, three 
other Italian tourists and 


JEFF TODD 
Associated Press 
NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — 

Voters in the Bahamas on 
Monday overwhelmingly 
rejected a referendum to 
legalize gambling for citi¬ 
zens of the archipelago off 
Florida’s east coast, where 
locals were already barred 
from betting in casinos at 
the islands’ tourist resorts. 
Underground gambling 
operations called “web 
shops" where Bahamians 
bet on numbers in tele¬ 
vised U.S. lotteries have 
become commonplace 
in recent years. The shops 
operate in violation of Ba¬ 
hamian law, but police 
and political leaders have 
largely turned a blind eye 
to them for years. 

In a two-part referendum, 
voters were asked wheth¬ 
er the islands’ gambling 
shops should be legalized, 
regulated and taxed, and 


two crew members when it 
vanished. 

Italy’s air safety agency 
has said the pilot had an 


if the government should 
create its own national lot¬ 
tery. 

But election officials said 
that a majority of Baha¬ 
mians clearly voted no on 
both questions, forcing the 
government to start the 
arduous task of shutting 
down dozens of the under¬ 
ground operations. Voter 
turnout was apparently 
quite low. Bradley Roberts, 
chairman of the ruling par¬ 
ty, said late Monday that 
Prime Minister Perry Chris¬ 
tie's government recog¬ 
nized the results. Christie’s 
administration had encour¬ 
aged citizens to support 
legalizing the gambling 
shops, arguing that the un¬ 
derground houses employ 
a few thousand Bahami¬ 
ans and could generate 
$20 million a year in taxes if 
they were regulated. 

“The prime minister was 
clear that his government 


expired medical fitness 
certificate and that the 
company operating the 
aircraft wasn’t yet autho¬ 
rized to fly. 

However, the National 
Flight Safety Agency said 
that neither factor yet is 
being blamed for the dis¬ 
appearance. 

Seven minutes after take¬ 
off, the pilot reported that 
he was at 5,000 feet and 10 
nautical miles from the Los 
Roques airport, according 
to the agency. 

The last radar readings 
showed the aircraft accel¬ 
erating at 5,400 feet be¬ 
fore it quickly lost altitude 
and speed, veering to the 
right until it disappeared 
from the radar.Q 


would be guided by the re¬ 
sults of the referendum and 
the will of the people, not¬ 
withstanding the low voter 
turnout,” Roberts said. “The 
people have spoken.” 

The islands’ powerful 
church lobby and the po¬ 
litical opposition fiercely 
opposed any legalized 
betting for locals. Religious 
leaders were thrilled by the 
measure’s defeat. 

“This is a victory for the 
church,” said Dr. Ranford 
Patterson, head of the 
country’s powerful Chris¬ 
tian Council. “We are ex¬ 
cited and thanking God.” 
Karen Demeritte, a 51 -year- 
old administrative assistant, 
said she voted against 
legalizing gambling be¬ 
cause she believed that 
the societal costs would far 
outweigh the benefit to tax 
coffers in the Caribbean 
country of about 350,000 
inhabitants. □ 


A Man 

called 

Oscar 

Once he was here 

Then in a wink of an eye he 

was there 


Today the aging Lion King moves slowly 
The tooth of time has gnawed and 
the will to always help has taken its toll 


All too well the people of San Nicolas 
remember the day the big flame came on back 

Today a road is named after him 
The man who made a good track. 



By: Roland W. Peterson 


Bahamians reject gambling referendum 




















At Paseo Herencia: 


Visitors and islanders enjoy a “Taste of Betico Day” 



PALM BEACH - The name of 
Palm Beach’s most unique 
Shopping & Entertainment 
center, Paseo Herencia, 
literally means “Historical 
Walk." It has always been 
a policy of the mall to im¬ 
part information about 


through three genera¬ 
tions, still led by Betico's 
brother Tommy, who is the 
lead singer. Nephews and 
cousins have enlarged the 
group, and they are very 
popular, often engaged to 
perform on national days 




our island’s history and 
culture, particularly on our 
national holidays. January 
25, “Betico Day," honoring 
Gilberto Francois “Betico" 
Croes, is particularly an oc¬ 
casion for a special show, 
featuring the musical band 
named for “El Liberata- 
dor,” Groupo Di Betico. It 
was originally comprised 
of the statesman, his sisters 
and brothers, and during 
his lifetime, they would tra¬ 
ditionally entertain at fam¬ 
ily gatherings. 

The group has existed 



and other holidays. 

The band was a natural 
headliner for the cultural 
evening hosted by Paseo 
Herencia on Friday eve¬ 
ning, January 25. Opening 
the show was the Groupo 
di Baile Folklorico Santa 
Cruz, performing Aruba’s 
famed “Ribbon Dance,” 
a complex choreogra¬ 
phy glorifying the colors 
of Aruba’s flag, turquoise, 
red, white and yellow. 
Groupo Di Betico followed 
with a rousing show for 
the packed amphitheater 


known as the Plaza Padu. 
Franklin Kock provided 
some fascinating facts 
about Aruban history, its 
world famous athletes and 
performers, and some little- 
known factoids of island 
life. The delightful eve¬ 
ning’s grand finale was a 
special holiday version of 
the nightly Waltzing Water, 
conducted to a medley of 
pieces by the co-compos¬ 
er of Aruba’s National An¬ 
them, “Aruba Dushi Tera," 
Juan Chabaya “Padu" 
Lampe.O 
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FOR THE ORIGINAL SUSHI HERE IN ARURA 


inoiisr or japan 

THE BEST SUSHI PLACE 


ALL LOCATED AT THE SOUTH BEACH CENTRE 

Sunday thru Thursday from 5:00pm - 1:00am 
Friday and Saturday from 5:00pm - 2:00am 


Weekly shopping night continues at The Shops At Alhambra 

world like Subway, Baskin 
Robbins, Little Caesars, and 
Dunkin Donuts. The Market 
has special pricing on the 
famous roast chicken and 
ribs. Get your 10% discount 
at Aruba Memories and 
Daher & Co. Receive a 
free gift with purchase of 
selected items at the Divi 
Logo Shop, Lazy Lizard, 
Aruba Aloe and R-Glass. 
Impressive is the collection 
of jewelry at Diamonds 
International. You will not 
regret trying the 3-course 
dinner for only $25 at 
Ginger, which also has the 
best sushi on the island! It’s 
Happy Hour at Fusion from 
7-9pm. Try the granizado 
and receive one free at 
Juan Valdez. Stay stress- 
free at Intermezzo, offering 
a free chair massage from 
6-9pm. 




She is from 
CkvthiiitT. Ohio, 
and it’s her firs! 
lime in Aruba, 
She loves the 
Ik 1 a eh mid llie 
local people. 
She is stayin'; lU 
the RaVJisson 
lleach Resort* 


TTEHNAratUL Cllli-hs t LMSTtfi KtllSt 

Phone: 506-3843 



PUNTA BRABO - The Shops 
at Alhambra continues 
with its weekly shopping 
night tonight, Wednesday, 
January 30th. Aruba in 
general and our visitors can 
enjoy nighttime shopping 
while taking advantage 
of the many discounts and 
gifts we have to offer. Visit 
ourfood-court with the best 
fast-food restaurants in the 


The Shops at Alhambra, 
you and your family can 
also sit and enjoy light 
music by “Mr. Unique" 
Ronwayne Kock. Bring 
the family and friends to 
The Shops At Alhambra 
this Wednesday, January 
30th, starting from 6pm 
until 10pm at the Alhambra 
Casino and Shops, where 
the fun never endslQ 
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The Gold Mine Ranch Earns Tripadvisor Certificate of Excellence 



ORANJESTAD-The Gold 
Mine Ranch Horseback Ri¬ 
ding Tours is proud to an¬ 
nounce that they have re¬ 
ceived a Tripadvisor Certifi¬ 
cate of Excellence award. 
The Tripadvisor Certificate 
of Excellence is an award 
for hospitality excellence, 
given only to establish¬ 
ments that consistently 
achieve outstanding tra¬ 
veler reviews on Tripadvi- 
sor.com, the world’s largest 
travel site. 

Only 10 percent of lis¬ 
ted businesses worldwide 
receive this prestigious 
award, if they qualify, by 
maintaining an overall ra¬ 
ting of four or higher out of 
a possible five, in reviews 
submitted by travelers on 
Tripadvisor. 

The Gold Mine Ranch is ra¬ 
ted a five star attraction, 
ranked at #3 in Aruba out 
of a list of 75 attractions. 
The Gold Mine Ranch is 
honored to receive the 
Tripadvisor Certificate of 


Excellence award for the 
year 2012. “It is with great 
pride that we accept this 
award. 

Our family and staff work 
with great motivation, 
dedication and perseve¬ 
rance to be the best hor¬ 
seback riding ranch on 
Aruba"-Jay Dijkhoff. 

The Gold Mine Ranch is 
a family operated com¬ 
pany that aims to provide 



the best service to guests. 
The Ranch provides horse¬ 
back adventure trail rides 
on well-trained horses co¬ 


vering over 7 panoramic 
views, including beaches. 
As a plus they are the only 
ranch in Aruba that offers 
rides to the Hidden Valley 
& Lagoon and the Indian 
trail, sites that can only be 
seen while on horseback. 
It’s no wonder that many 
guests agree that The Gold 
Mine Ranch has been the 
highlight of their vacation 
on review sites such as Tri- 


padvisor.com. 

“We would like to thank all 
our guests who have sup¬ 
ported us throughout the 
years and all our reviewers 
for taking the time to write 
their candid comments on 
Tripadvisor. 

We are committed to our 
promise to provide exciting 
horseback adventures, not 
just trail rides. 

To all our guests, thank you 


for letting us be the high¬ 
light of your vacation". 

The Gold Mine Ranch is 
a family operated horse 
ranch that offers exciting 
horseback adventures in 
the North-east side of the 
island of Aruba, in the Ca¬ 
ribbean. 

More than just trail rides, the 
Ranch offers group or pri¬ 
vate tours to small intimate 
groups on well trained hor¬ 
ses & tailored to the needs 
or skills of each rider. 
Accommodations are pos¬ 
sible for families, friends, 
couples as well as begin¬ 
ners through advanced ri¬ 
ders. 

As the only ranch that of¬ 
fers rides passed over 7 
panoramic views, and the 
only Ranch awarded for 
its superb service and hos¬ 
pitality, many regard the 
Gold Mine Ranch as the 
‘highlight of their vaca¬ 
tion’. For more information 
visit www.thegoldmine- 
ranch.com. □ 



Asian Flavors 


Dunkin Donuts 

Fusion ~ Piano, 
Cigar & Wine Bar 
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The Market 
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Win your share of 4 

Earn one'^g^entry ticket for every 50 points 

earned today from 10am to 10pm. 

Cash Prize Raffles from 10:30pm to 11:30pm! 




Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Craig Wilson lands a Straight Flush at the Radisson Casino! 

PALM BEACH - Table games at the 
Casino at the Radisson enjoy great 
popularity and this weekend visitor 
Craig Wilson from the USA, was play¬ 
ing Caribbean Stud Poker when he 
got a 2-3-4-5-6 of clubs, a Straight 
Flush, earning him $ 5,500.00. 

Wilson was amazingly generous and 
shared the wealth with his fellow 
players. 

Caribbean Stud Poker was born in 
Aruba, as the game was conceived 
right here on the island, and in¬ 
cludes classic poker elements which 
are paired with a progressive jack¬ 
pot, similar to a slot machine carou¬ 
sel progressive jackpot, combining 
the best of both gaming worlds. 

A big congratulation is due to Wil¬ 
son, on behalf of The Casino! 

This coming Sunday, the Casino at 
the Radisson informs that the BIG 
GAME will be shown in the resort 
ballroom, on 3 large screens with 
stereo sound. Admission is $20 and 
includes complimentary dry snacks. 
The ballroom will have beef burgers, 
hot dogs, chicken wings, breaded 
shrimp, nachos & cheese, as well 
as Haagen Dazs ice cream bars 
for sale, and special prices on beer 
buckets. □ 
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Iguodala’s last-second FT lifts Nuggets 

Denver Nuggets guard Andre Miller (24) passes the ball as Indiana Pacers guard D.J. Augustin, center, and center 
Ian Mahinmi cover in the fourth quarter of their NBA basketball game in Denver, Monday, Jan. 28, 2013. The 
Nuggets won 102-101. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 





Tiger Woods throws blades of 
grass into the air as he waits 
to hit his tee shot on the eighth 
hold during the fourth round of 
the Farmers Insurance Open 
golf tournament at the Torrey 
Pines Golf Course Monday, 
Jan. 28, 2013, in San Diego. 
Associated Press 

A step for 
Tiger, but 
nothing more 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Tiger 
Woods hates the question, 
even though the answer 
should be simple enough. 

Is he back? 

Woods was asked that 
when he ended his 749- 
day drought by winning 
his World Challenge at the 
end of 2011. The question 
came up in various forms 
last year after each of his 
wins at Bay Hill, Memorial 
and the AT&T National at 
Congressional. And it was 
inevitable after winning for 
a record eighth time at Tor¬ 
rey Pines. 

Woods will be “back” 
when no else is in front of 
him. 

The answer he gave Mon¬ 
day after a four-shot win 
in the Farmers Insurance 
Open was that he “never 
left.” 



IfflthisIOct. 18, 2012 file photo. New York 


Yankees Alex Rodriguez preparesjto hitlmjthe 


sjxtmmnmg during Game 4 of the American 
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feet for eagle, had a two- 
putt birdie and then one- 
hopped his wedge off the 
flag for another birdie. 

His lead went from two 
shots after 36 holes, to four 
shots after 54 holes, to six 
shots at the close of busi¬ 
ness Sunday with 11 holes 
left. 

“After last week, I think he 
was irritated and I think he 
was a little upset at how 
he played,” Hunter Mahan 
said Monday morning. “I 
think he wanted to make a 
statement, and there’s not 
many guys in golf who can 
go to a tournament and 
make a statement, but he 
is. I think he’s making one 
this week, and I think he’s 
going to do everything he 
can to make this a double¬ 
digit win for himself and just 
kind of reclaim his domi¬ 
nance on the tour.” 

It looked as if that would 
be the case when Woods 
two-putted the 13th hole 
for an eight-shot lead Mon¬ 
day. What happened the 
rest of the way was awk¬ 
ward. Woods hit two tee 
shots that barely traveled 
more than 200 yards — one 
that was pulled into the 
trees and caromed into a 
patch of ice plant (double 
bogey), another that was 
a chunk pop-up and left 
him a 4-iron to the green 
and 50 yards behind two 
guys he had been blasting 
by all day. 

“This one is going to irk 
him," Nick Faldo said, add¬ 
ing that Woods still had de¬ 
mons with his driving. May¬ 
be so. The better measure 
of his driving is when the 
shots actually mean some¬ 
thing. Woods looked more 
interested in getting off the 
golf course than winning 
by double digits. 

Winning was never in 
doubt, however, and 
that’s what should be re¬ 
membered. 

The real measure, of 
course, is the majors. 
Woods winning at Torrey 
Pines, with a red shirt under 
a black sweater vest, was 
a reminder of how long it 
had been since his last ma¬ 
jor title. It was five years ago 
that he won on a Monday 
afternoon at Torrey Pines to 
capture the U.S. Open in a 
playoff, his 14th major. 
Regular tour wins are still 
meaningful. If nothing else, 
they build confidence.□ 


Tiger Woods lets his club fly as he watches his tee shot on the ninth hole go to the right of the fair¬ 
way during the fourth round of the Farmers Insurance Open golf tournament at the Torrey Pines 
Golf Course, Monday, Jan. 28, 2013, in San Diego. 

Associated Press 


Tiger 

Continued from Page 17 


But that’s not entirely ac¬ 
curate, because Woods 
was the undisputed No. 1 
player in golf for the better 
part of five years and now 
he’s not. Everything he did 
last year, Rory Mcllroy did 
better. 

You can believe Woods 


when he says he is excited 
about the year. 

Torrey Pines was his fourth 
win in his last 16 starts on the 
PGA Tour. Perhaps a bet¬ 
ter indication of his game 
is consistency. He has fin¬ 
ished in the top 10 in six of 
his last seven tournaments 
around the world, which 
doesn’t sound like that big 
of a deal except that he 
hasn’t had a stretch like 


that since he “left” at the 
end of 2009. 

So where is he now? It’s too 
early to say. 

Golf is off to a quirky start 
this year. Four weeks into 
the season, one tourna¬ 
ment finished on Tuesday 
because of wind and an¬ 
other tournament finished 
on Monday because of 
fog. It becomes even more 
stilted with the schedule of 


the two biggest stars. 

The Pebble Beach Na¬ 
tional Pro-Am tourna¬ 
ment director told the San 
Francisco Chronicle that 
Woods will not be playing 
next week. Woods’ caddie 
told the Los Angeles Daily 
News that he tried to talk 
him into playing Riviera but 
to no avail. So Woods has 
23 days off until playing 
the Match Play Champion¬ 
ship. That’s not a surprise. 
Mcllroy, meanwhile, is in 
the middle of a four-week 
break and he won’t show 
up until Match Play, either. 
So right when Woods gen¬ 
erates a buzz by winning 
Torrey Pines, golf will have 
to do without him until the 
end of next month. 

It’s tempting to make bold 
declarations about the rest 
of the year based on how 
Woods played last week, 
though the finish left just 
as many questions. And 
remember, it was only a 
week ago that Woods 
missed the cut in Abu Dha¬ 
bi. Give it time. 

Still, there was something 
inevitable about this win, 
beyond the location. 
Woods took over the tour¬ 
nament during a four-hole 
stretch in the second round 
when he rolled in a 25-foot 
birdie putt, hit 5-iron to 5 
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NHL Capsules 

Bruins upend ‘Canes 5-3 


Associated Press 
RALEIGH, North Carolina 
(AP) — David Krejci scored 
a tiebreaking goal with 
1:50 left and the Boston 
Bruins beat the Carolina 
Hurricanes 5-3 on Monday 
night. 

Zdeno Chara had a goal 
and two assists, Nathan 
Horton had a goal and an 
assist, Tyler Seguin had an 
empty-net goal and an 
assist and Brad Marchand 
scored a short-handed 
goal for the Bruins. 

The Northeast Division lead¬ 
ers remained unbeaten in 
regulation and opened the 
season by earning points in 
five straight games for the 
first time since 1990-91. 

Eric Staal had a goal and 
an assist, and he and Jeff 
Skinner scored 50 seconds 
apart late in the second 
period to help the Hurri¬ 
canes erase a two-goal 
deficit. 

Jamie McBain added a 
goal and Cam Ward made 
33 saves for the Hurricanes, 
who had their two-game 
winning streak ended. 
Anton Khudobin stopped 
29 shots in his first start of 
the season for the Bruins. 
Krejci’s winner came af¬ 
ter Horton rang the post. 
Rookie defenseman Dou- 
gie Hamilton’s cross-ice 
pass found Krejci in the left 
circle and he snapped the 
puck past Ward for his first 
goal of the season. 

KINGS 3, CANUCKS 2, SO 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jeff 
Carter scored Los Ange¬ 
les' first power-play goal 
of the season and added 
the only score in the shoot¬ 
out, leading the Kings past 
Vancouver. 

Defenseman Slava Voynov 
tied it with 43.2 seconds 
left in regulation for the 
defending Stanley Cup 
champions, who have 
won two straight after an 
0-2-1 start. Jonathan Quick 
stopped 21 shots for the 
Kings, including all three 
Vancouver attempts in the 
shootout. 

Roberto Luongo made 26 
saves for Vancouver, which 
went 1-1-1 on a three- 
game California road 
trip. Zack Kassian scored 
his fourth goal of the sea¬ 


son, and Alex Burrows also 
scored in a rematch of the 
clubs’ stunning playoff se¬ 
ries last spring. 

COYOTES 4, PREDATORS 0 
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Chad Johnson earned his 
first NHL shutout in his Phoe¬ 
nix debut and the Coyotes 
beat Nashville. 

Johnson, called up from 
Portland of the AHL last 
week after Mike Smith was 
hurt, had 21 saves in a 
game dominated defen¬ 
sively by a Coyotes team 
that entered the night al¬ 
lowing an NHL-high 20 
goals in five games. 

Keith Yandle had a power- 
play goal and two assists 
and Nick Johnson a goal 
and one assist. Antoine 
Vermette and Laurie Kor- 
pikoski also scored in the 
Coyotes’ second win in six 
games. 

The Predators were shut 
out for the second time 
in three games and have 
scored just 10 times in six 
games this season. 

OILERS 4, AVALANCHE 1 
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 
— Devan Dubnyk made 
37 saves and Edmonton 
scored all of its goals on 
the power play to defeat 
Colorado. 

Ales Hemsky, Jordan Eber- 
le, Shawn Horcoff and Nail 
Yakupov, into an empty 
net, scored on the man 
advantage for the Oilers. 
Taylor Hall and Sam Gag- 
ner each picked up two 
assists for Edmonton, which 
got a strong start to a 
game after falling behind 
in each of its four previous 
outings. 

P.A. Parenteau scored for 
the Avalanche, who have 
lost two in a row to start a 
four-game road trip. 

BLUE JACKETS 2, STARS 1 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Vinny Prospal scored from 
a hard angle at 1:22 of the 
third and Sergei Bobrovsky 
had 24 saves to lead Co¬ 
lumbus past Dallas. 

It was the Blue Jackets’ first 
victory since opening night 
in Nashville in a shootout. 
They had been outscored 
16-6 since while mustering 
just a point in a shootout 
loss to Detroit in the home 
opener a week ago. 


Derek Dorsett also scored 
for the Blue Jackets. 

Philip Larsen had the Stars’ 
goal with Kari Lehtonen 
stopping 25 shots. 

In other NHL games it was 
Los Angeles 3, Vancouver 
2, SO; Boston 5, Carolina 
3; Columbus 2, Dallas 1; 
Phoenix 4, Nashville 0; and 
Edmonton 4, Colorado 1 


Boston Bruins' Zdeno Chara (33), of Slovakia, is congratulated 
by David Krejci (46), of the Czech Republic, and Milan Lucic (17) 
after Chara’s goal against the Carolina Hurricanes during the 
first period of an NHL hockey game in Raleigh, N.C., Monday, 
Jan. 28, 2013. Boston won 5-3. Associated Press 
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A-Rod denies doping report; MLB investigates 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2012 file photo. New York Yankees' Alex Rodriguez takes batting practice before Game 4 of the 
American League championship series against the Detroit Tigers, in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Alex 
Rodriguez has denied a 
newspaper report on Tues¬ 
day that accused the Ma¬ 
jor League Baseball star 
of buying human growth 
hormone and other per¬ 
formance-enhancing sub¬ 
stances from a clinic in the 
Miami area. 

The Miami New Times, an 
alternative weekly, report¬ 
ed that it obtained records 
detailing purchases by Ro¬ 
driguez, Melky Cabrera, 
Gio Gonzalez, Bartolo Co¬ 
lon, Nelson Cruz and Yas- 
mani Grandal from a clinic 
called Biogenesis, run by 
Anthony Bosch. The paper 
also posted copies of what 
it said were Bosch’s hand¬ 
written records, obtained 
through a former Biogen¬ 
esis employee. 

Rodriguez admitted four 
years ago that he used 
performance-enhancing 
drugs from 2001-03. Ca¬ 
brera, Colon and Grandal 
were suspended for 50 
games each last year by 
MLB following tests for el¬ 
evated testosterone. 

“We are always extremely 
disappointed to learn of 
potential links between 
players and the use of 
performance-enhancing 
substances," MLB said in a 
statement. 

“Only law enforcement of¬ 
ficials have the capacity 
to reach those outside the 
game who are involved 
in the distribution of illegal 
performance-enhancing 
drugs. ... We are in the 
midst of an active investi¬ 
gation and are gathering 
and reviewing informa¬ 
tion.” 

A baseball official, speak¬ 
ing on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because he was not 
authorized to make public 
statements, said Monday 
that MLB did not have any 
documentation regarding 
the allegations. If MLB does 
obtain evidence, the play¬ 
ers could be subject to dis¬ 
cipline. First offenses result 
in a 50-game suspension 
and second infractions 
in 100-game penalties. A 
third violation results in a 
lifetime ban. 

Rodriguez is sidelined for at 
least the first half of the sea¬ 


son after hip surgery Jan. 
16. A 50-game suspension 
would cost him $7.65 mil¬ 
lion of his $28 million salary. 
“The news report about 
a purported relationship 
between Alex Rodriguez 
and Anthony Bosch are 
not true,” Rodriguez said 
in a statement issued by a 
publicist. “He was not Mr. 
Bosch’s patient, he was 
never treated by him and 
he was never advised by 
him. The purported docu¬ 
ments referenced in the 
story — at least as they 
relate to Alex Rodriguez — 
are not legitimate.” 

Jay Reisinger, a lawyer 
who has presented Rodri¬ 
guez in recent years, said 
the three-time AL MVP had 
retained Roy Black, an at¬ 
torney from Rodriguez’s 
hometown of Miami. 
Black’s clients have includ¬ 
ed Rush Limbaugh and Wil¬ 
liam Kennedy Smith. 
Rodriguez spent years de¬ 
nying he used such drugs 
before Sports Illustrated 
reported in February 2009 
that he tested positive for 
two steroids in MLB’s anon¬ 
ymous survey while with 
the Texas Rangers in 2003. 


Two days later, he admit¬ 
ted in an ESPN interview 
that he used performance¬ 
enhancing substances 
over a three-year period. 
He has denied using them 
after 2003. 

If the new allegations 
were true, the Yankees 
would face high hurdles 
to get out of the final five 
years of Rodriguez’s con¬ 
tract, which call for him to 
receive $114 million. Be¬ 
cause management and 
the players’ union have a 
joint drug agreement, an 
arbitrator could determine 
that any action taken by 
the team amounted to 
multiple punishments for 
the same offense. 

The Yankees said “this mat¬ 
ter is now in the hands of 
the commissioner’s office” 
and said they will not com¬ 
ment further until MLB’s in¬ 
vestigation ends. 

Gonzalez posted on his 
Twitter feed: “I’ve never 
used performance en¬ 
hancing drugs of any kind 
and I never will. I’ve never 
met or spoken with tony 
Bosch or used any sub¬ 
stance provided by him. 
anything said to the con¬ 


trary is a lie.” 

Colon was not issuing a 
statement, agent Adam 
Katz said through spokes¬ 
woman Lisa Cohen. Sam 
and Seth Levinson, the 
agents for Cabrera and 
Cruz, did not immediately 
respond to emails seeking 
comment. 

Cruz and Gonzalez had 
not previously been linked 
to performance-enhanc¬ 
ing drugs. Cruz’s team, the 
Texas Rangers, said it noti¬ 
fied MLB last week after 
being contacted by the 
New Times. 

The New Times report said 
it obtained notes by Bosch 
listing the players' names 
and the substances they 
received. Several unidenti¬ 
fied employees and clients 
confirmed to the publica¬ 
tion that the clinic distrib¬ 
uted the substances, the 
paper said. The employees 
said that Bosch bragged 
of supplying drugs to pro¬ 
fessional athletes but they 
never saw the sports stars in 
the office. 

Rodriguez appears 16 
times in the documents it 
received, the paper said, 
either as “Alex Rodriguez,” 


"Alex Rod” or the nick¬ 
name “Cacique," a pre- 
Columbian Caribbean 
chief. The paper said the 
records list that Rodriguez 
paid for HGH; testosterone 
cream; IGF-1, a substance 
banned by baseball that 
stimulates insulin produc¬ 
tion; and GHRP, which re¬ 
leases growth hormones. 
Rodriguez’s cousin, Yuri Su- 
cart, also is listed as having 
purchased HGH. Sucart 
was banned from the Yan¬ 
kees clubhouse, charter 
flights, bus and other team- 
related activities by MLB in 
2009 after Rodriguez said 
Sucart obtained and in¬ 
jected PEDs for him. 

Also listed among the re¬ 
cords, according to the 
New Times, are tennis play¬ 
er Wayne Odesnik, Cuban 
boxer Yuriorkis Gamboa 
and Jimmy Goins, the 
strength and conditioning 
coach of the University of 
Miami baseball team. 

Mia Ro, a spokeswoman 
for the federal Drug En¬ 
forcement Administration 
in Miami, said she could 
not confirm or deny the ex¬ 
istence of an investigation 
in Bosch or the clinic. □ 
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NBA Capsules 


Iguodala, Nuggets snatch 
victory from Pacers 


Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — Andre Iguo¬ 
dala made a free throw 
with 0.4 seconds remaining 
after forcing a turnover to 
deny a last-second shot by 
Indiana, and the Denver 
Nuggets beat the Pacers 
102-101 Monday night. 
Iguodala finished with 13 
points, 10 rebounds and 
seven assists, and had the 
defensive play of the game 
when he stole the ball from 
Paul George as the Pac¬ 
ers’ guard maneuvered for 
a last-second shot. 
Iguoadala signaled for 
time out with 0.5 sec¬ 
onds remaining. On the 
inbounds, Andre Miller 
lobbed a pass toward the 
basket that Iguodala and 
George both went after 
with George making con¬ 
tact and getting called for 
the foul. After missing four 
consecutive free throws 
earlier in the fourth quarter, 
Iguodala coolly sank the 
tiebreaker and missed the 
second on purpose and 
the buzzer sounded as the 
ball rattled off the back- 
board. 

GRIZZLIES 103, 76ERS 100 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Marc 
Gasol scored a season- 
high 27 points and Rudy 
Gay had 26 to help Mem¬ 
phis rally from 17 points 
down to beat Philadelphia. 
Jerryd Bayless scored a 
season-high 21 points to 
help the Grizzlies win with¬ 
out point guard Mike Con¬ 
ley, out with a sprained left 
ankle. The Grizzlies rallied 
from their double-digit def¬ 
icit to take control late in 
the fourth. Bayless missed a 
jumper, Gay grabbed the 
rebound and made it 101- 
100 on a bucket with 13.3 
seconds left. Philadelphia’s 
Thaddeus Young missed 


a short attempt in front of 
the basket and the Grizzlies 
grabbed the rebound. 

Gay was fouled and made 
both free throws for a 
three-point cushion. Nick 
Young couldn’t get the ty¬ 
ing shot off at the buzzer 
for the Sixers. Evan Turner 
scored a season-high 27 
points, Thaddeus Young 
had 23, and Jrue Holiday 
added 18 points and 10 as¬ 
sists. 

ROCKETS 125, JAZZ 80 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 

James Harden scored 25 
points and Houston hand¬ 
ed Utah its worst home loss 
in franchise history. 

The Jazz had won six 
straight at home but sim¬ 
ply couldn’t keep pace in 
transition. They were out- 
scored 26-2 on the break 
and shot just 39.5 percent. 
Their previous worst defeat 
at home was by 33 points 
to Milwaukee on Nov. 18, 
1980. Carlos Delfino and 
Marcus Morris each hit 
four 3-pointers for Houston, 
which made 16 of 34 from 
beyond the arc. Omer Asik 
had 19 rebounds as the 
Rockets (25-22) won their 
third straight. Houston led 
by 21 points in the second, 
by 35 in the third and kept 
pouring it on fourth. Ran¬ 
dy Foye led Utah with 12 
points. 

KINGS 96, WIZARDS 94 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Isa¬ 
iah Thomas made a float¬ 
er with a second to play, 
capping a seesaw finish as 
Sacramento broke a four- 
game losing streak. Thom¬ 
as dribbled down the clock 
after the Wizards tied the 
game on Martell Webster’s 
short jumper with 7.9 sec¬ 
onds to play, then drove 
down the middle and put 
the ball in with a soft touch 


from 9 feet. Thomas had 10 
of his 22 points in the fourth 
quarter and also had sev¬ 
en assists. Francisco Gar¬ 
cia scored 17 points for the 
Kings in a game that in¬ 
cluded 16 ties and 11 lead 
changes. Emeka Okafor 
scored a season-high 23 
points and grabbed 15 
rebounds, and John Wall 
had 19 points and six assists 
for the Wizards. 

BULLS 93, BOBCATS 85 
CHICAGO (AP) — Jimmy 
Butler scored a career-high 
19 points and Nate Robin¬ 
son added 15 as Chicago 
won for the seventh time 
in nine games. Luol Deng 
returned to the Bulls’ lineup 
after missing five games 
with a hamstring injury, and 
scored 12 points in 31 min¬ 
utes. Chicago won three 
of five without Deng as his 
absence was eased by the 
strong play of Butler, who 
returned to a reserve role. 
Joakim Noah finished with 
13 points, 18 rebounds and 
seven assists for Central Di¬ 
vision-leading Chicago. 
Kemba Walker and Ben 
Gordon led the Bobcats 
with 18 points apeice. 
Charlotte has lost nine of its 
last 11 games. 

WARRIORS 114, RAPTORS 
102 

TORONTO (AP) — David 
Lee had 21 points and 12 
rebounds, Stephen Curry 
scored 17 points before 
leaving with an injury, and 
Golden State beat an 
Eastern Conference op¬ 
ponent for the first time 
in four games this month. 
Klay Thompson scored 19 
points, Carl Landry had 
six of his 12 points in the 
fourth quarter and Andrew 
Bogut returned from an in¬ 
jury to also score 12 for the 
Warriors.□ 



Sacramento Kings guard Isaiah Thomas (22) shoots between 
Washington Wizards center Nene, left, of Brazil, center Emeka 
Okafor (50) and forward Martell Webster (9) in the first half of an 
NBA basketball game, Monday, Jan. 28, 2013, in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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IIHEALTH 



Got Energy? 



Everyone today seems to 
be concerned about en¬ 
ergy. Our automobiles will 
not travel far without it. For 
our primary transportation 
to work, we know that raw 
petroleum must be refined 
to make gasoline or diesel 
fuel. This produces a form 
of energy which moves 
our vehicles. In our bodies, 
glucose, amino acids, and 
fats from our food are the 
raw materials that must be 
processed by our cells into 
fuel. Your body’s primary 
manufactured fuel is Ade¬ 
nosine Triphosphate (ATP), 
which provides the energy 
for our body’s movement 
and vital functions. 

Even with a good diet, your 
body may need additional 
nutritional supplementation 
of vitamin C, magnesium, 
zinc, lecithin or choline and 
Ribose to produce ATP or 
energy. Ribose is a simple 
sugar that is the backbone 
of ribo-nucleic acid (RNA) 
and deoxyribo-nucleic 
acid (DNA), the materi¬ 
als our body uses to pass 
on our genetic code from 
one generation to the next. 
DNA and RNA are also nec¬ 
essary daily to regenerate 
and repair our body’s cells. 
A healthy body can manu¬ 
facture its own ribose from 
dietary sugars; however this 
requires a lot of energy and 
is a slow process. Diabet¬ 
ics, individuals with chronic 
degenerative diseases and 
people who lead extreme¬ 
ly active or stressful lives 
are not naturally produc¬ 
ing sufficient quantities of 


By: 

ribose to fully aid the body 
in these vital processes. 

ATP moves nutrients into 
and waste out of the cells 
and gives our muscles 
strength or energy to move 
and also to relax. ATP also 
detoxifies your body and 
produces signals that 
stimulate hormones. With¬ 
out fuel your car does not 
move. Similarly, without an 
abundant supply of ATP 
your body becomes stiff, 
and joints become sore as 
in arthritis. 

Lupus, a disease which in¬ 
cludes muscle loss or wast¬ 
ing, Chronic Fatigue Syn¬ 
dromes, cataracts, and 
autoimmune disorders like 
fibromyalgia are all symp¬ 
toms of a deficiency of ATP 
due to a chronic lack of 
ribose. In our clinic I have 
seen an improvement 
in muscle soreness, and 
cramping from people with 
these and other conditions 
as well as from intensive 
athletic workouts by adjust¬ 
ing their diets and adding 
quality supplements, espe¬ 
cially Ribose. In older indi¬ 
viduals we see an improve¬ 
ment in muscle health and 
in all groups we see a re¬ 
duction of debilitating fa¬ 
tigue. 

As a board certified clini¬ 
cal nutritionist, I have also 
prescribed Ribose to heart 
deficiency patients that 
could not climb more than 
a couple of steps. 

The heart, as a muscle re¬ 
sponds positively to Ribose 
supplementation that in¬ 
creases ATP in muscles. ATP 


Dr Carlos Viana 

contributes to a measur¬ 
able increase in cardiovas¬ 
cular strength. After a week 
on ribose supplementation, 
patients have reported be¬ 
ing able to comfortably 
climb a flight of stairs again. 
A good diet for one’s met¬ 
abolic type and supple¬ 
mentation with D-Ribose 
has been positively shown 
to improved health and fit¬ 
ness. Not only people with 
cardiovascular problems, 
but athletes who deplete 
their energy reserves can 
benefit from Ribose supple¬ 
mentation to reduce train¬ 
ing cramping and soreness. 
Reports have shown Ribose 
can even lower blood sug¬ 
ar levels and is also known 
to alleviate altitude sick¬ 
ness and Pre Menstrual 
cramping. 

Muscle stiffness or pain re¬ 
sults from not only physical 
exertion but is generally 
believed to be a symptom 
of aging. Instead of pain 
medication I first do an 
analysis with blood or other 
test to check the health of 
the person and then make 
sure they are drinking suf¬ 
ficient amounts of water. 
We then recommend acu¬ 
puncture treatments to re¬ 
live stress and relax muscles 
naturally. We also use sele¬ 
nium and Vitamin E to help 
to maintain good health 
and, protect the integrity of 
muscle cells. Antioxidants, 
work to scavenge free radi¬ 
cals that damage muscle 
cells under stress. 

Get the Point! Stiffness, fa¬ 
tigue or exhaustion can be 


an obstruction to a happy 
and healthy life. D-Ribose 
which has been shown 
to help your body make 
the energy it needs for im¬ 
proved health and fitness. 
Looking to nature and 
technology for new and 
better ways to fuel our vehi¬ 
cles, homes and economy 
is important for our health 
and our planet. Finding 
new and improved ways 
to improve the quality of 
your body’s energy source 
is and important place to 
start. Instead of soft drinks 
or endless cups of coffee, 
to keep you going, a nutri¬ 
tional evaluation can help 
you learn how to eliminate 
waste and make more ef¬ 
ficient fuel for your body. 
Come in for an energy as¬ 
sessment. 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 


in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of 
the Latin American Com¬ 
mittee of the International 
Academy of Oral Medicine 
and Toxicology (IAOMT), a 
Rejuvenating Cell Therapist 
specializing in Age Man¬ 
agement, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For in¬ 
formation: VIANA HEALING 
CENTER, Kibaima 7, St Cruz 
TEL: 585-1270 Web Site: 
www.vianaheal.com 
Dr. Viana’s NEW BOOK: Pre¬ 
scriptions from Paradise, 
Introduction to Biocompat¬ 

ible Medicine - Available 
at local Bookstores, Hotel 
Gift shops and Boticas. 
Signed copies at Vi¬ 
ana Healing Center, EB¬ 
ook on www.amazon. 
com , check for Events 
at: facebook.com/ 

vianahealingcenter.Q 
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Microsoft retools Office for touch screen, Web use 



This image provided bu Microsoft shows the company's new version of its Office software. The 
software became available to consumers as an online subscription service for the first time in an 
attempt to extend one of the company's key franchises beyond personal computers on Tuesday, 
Jan. 29, 2013. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Microsoft is selling a re¬ 
tooled version of its Office 
software to consumers as 
an online subscription ser¬ 
vice for the first time in an 
attempt to extend one of 
the company’s key fran¬ 
chises beyond personal 
computers. 

Tuesday’s release comes 
six months after Microsoft 
previewed the new-look 
Office, which includes 
popular word processing, 
spreadsheets and email 
programs. 

“This is a fundamental shift 
in our business that began 
a several years ago,” Mi¬ 
crosoft CEO Steve Ballmer 
wrote in a blog post. 

The revamped Office 
boasts touch controls, just 
like the redesigned version 
of the Windows operating 
system that Microsoft Corp. 
released three months 
ago. The company, which 
is based in Redmond, 
Washington, is trying to 
ensure that its products re¬ 
tain their appeal at a time 
when people increasingly 
rely on smartphones and 
tablet computers instead 
of PCs. 

To tap into that trend, Mi¬ 
crosoft is promoting Office 
2013 as a program tailor 
made for using over the 
Internet. All information 
is automatically stored in 
Microsoft’s data centers, 
allowing for access to the 
same material on multiple 
devices. Yet Microsoft still 
isn’t trying to get Office on 
the largest number of de¬ 
vices possible. Office 2013 
doesn’t include an option 
that works on Apple Inc.’s 
iPhone and iPad or smart¬ 
phones and tablets run¬ 
ning the Android software 
made by Google Inc. That 
leaves out the majority of 
smartphones and tablets 
sold in the past two years. 
Microsoft is offering Office 
2013 in a $100 annual sub¬ 
scription package, called 
365 Home Premium, which 
includes online access on 
up to five Windows devic¬ 
es or Apple’s line of Mac 
computers. 

The company believes Of¬ 
fice 2013 is currently best 
suited for Windows devic¬ 


es, said Chris Schneider, 
Microsoft’s senior public re¬ 
lations manager for Office. 
Microsoft is limiting Office’s 
reach as it tries to grab a 
bigger piece of the mobile 
market with its own operat¬ 
ing system for smartphones 
and tablets. 

Office will still be sold under 
a one-time licensing fee 
that allows the software 
to be installed on a single 
machine. Prices for that 
option start at $140 and 
range up to $400. People 
who don’t need the entire 
Office bundle can buy in¬ 
dividual programs such as 
Word, Excel and Outlook 
for $109 apiece. Microsoft 
outlines its pricing options 
in its online store, http://of- 
fice.microsoft.com/en-us/ 
buy/ . 

Office 2013 is the first over¬ 
haul of the software suite in 
three years. 

The bundle of programs 
has become a staple on 
desktop and laptop com¬ 
puters, providing a rich 
vein of revenue for Micro¬ 
soft. 

The company has reaped 
most of its Office sales from 
licenses allowing buyers to 
install the suite of programs 
on individual machines, 
a very lucrative strategy. 
The Microsoft division an¬ 
chored by Office gener¬ 
ates about $24 billion in 
annual sales, accounting 
for nearly one-third of Mi¬ 
crosoft’s total revenue. 
Revenue in the Office di¬ 


vision fell from the previ¬ 
ous year during the three 
months ending in Decem¬ 
ber, partly because many 
prospective buyers have 
been awaiting the latest 
version. 

Microsoft’s stock dipped 
a penny to $27.90 in Tues¬ 
day’s afternoon trad¬ 
ing. The shares are stuck 
around the same price 
as when the company re¬ 
leased Windows 8 to great 


fanfare three months ago. 
Meanwhile, the bench¬ 
mark Standard & Poor’s 
500 has climbed by about 
7 percent.Besides getting 
access to the suite’s pro¬ 
grams, 365 Home Premium 
subscribers receive 20 ad¬ 
ditional gigabytes of stor¬ 
age on Microsoft’s SkyDrive 
to supplement the 7 giga¬ 
bytes that the company 
gives away to account- 
holders for free. □ 
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Rooi Santo 148 

Very well maintained and 
nicely finished 3 bedroom 
home on 717 m 2 of land. 
Comes with landscaped 
garden plus drip system, 

100 % fencing, nice relaxing 
swimming pool, separate 
garage with laundry 
facilities, lots of privacy, 
airconditioned bedrooms, 
several tiled terraces, 
gazebo and much more. 
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Best & Solid Real Estate 


US $ 479. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 



FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 

La Cabana Beach and Raquet Club 
1 br wk 4 Room 242 A (sat. chekin) 
ocean view Price: $9500 
Call: (297)562-0712 
iohnnvpaesch@gmail.com 

26 years exp. free listing 

198701A 


FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Renaissance Suites 
1 br wk 5 Room 2315 pool ocean view 
$ 10,000 

Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

_ 19870 IB 

FOR SALE 

Palma Real Condo 

3 bdrm 3 bath private community 
swimming pool close to the Palm 
Beach $270,000 
Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

_ 198701c 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Occidental Grand 

1 br deluxe ocean view $12,000 

2 br deluxe ocean view $22,000 

3 br 3 bath ocean view $40,000 
all weeks are wk 2/17 
optional all inclusive 

Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

_ 198701D 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 

Marriott Surf Club 

3 br platinum ocean view 

price: $30,000 

Call: (297)562-0712 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

26 years exp. free listing 

_ 19870 IE 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Divi Links Golf 
wk 50/8 1 br Room 4225 
wk 6/7/8 Stu Room 4226 

1 br $8000, studio $7,000 
Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

_ 198701J 

FOR SALE 

Timeshare resales 

from owners 
Amsterdam Manor 

2 br week 1/52 all 52 weeks 
ocean view room 213 
price $350,000 

Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

198701H 

FOR SALE 

Oceania Condo 

3 bdr 3 bath on the Eagle Beach 
Price $750,000 

Call: (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
26 years exp. free listing 

198701G 
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Boston Scientific plans cuts, tops 4Q view 


Home prices 
pick up 
pace 

in November 

C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
home prices accelerated 
in November compared 
with a year ago, pushed 
higher by rising sales and 
a tighter supply of avail¬ 
able homes. 

The Standard & Poor's/ 
Case-Shiller 20-city home 
price index rose 5.5 per¬ 
cent in November com¬ 
pared with the same 
month a year ago. That’s 
the largest year-over-year 
gain in six years. 

All but one of the cities in 
the index posted annual 
gains. The largest gain 
was in Phoenix, where 
prices jumped nearly 23 
percent. 

It was followed by San 
Francisco, where prices 
rose 12.7 percent, and 
Detroit, where they in¬ 
creased 11.9 percent. 
New York was the only 
city to report a drop from 
a year ago. 

Prices also rose in 10 of the 
cities measured by the in¬ 
dex in November from 
October. 

That’s up from seven in 
October from September. 
The biggest monthly gains 
were in San Francisco, 
Phoenix and Minneapolis. 
Monthly prices are not 
seasonally adjusted and 
frequently decline over 
the winter. 

The 20-city index dipped 
in November from the 
previous month. 

Steady price increases 
should help fuel the hous¬ 
ing recovery. They en¬ 
courage more people to 
buy before prices rise fur¬ 
ther. 

Higher prices also build 
homeowners’ wealth, 
which can spur more 
spending and economic 
growth. 

The data “show a broad- 
based recovery in housing 
activity and prices across 
the country," said Michael 
Gapen, an economist at 
Barclays Capital. “We ex¬ 
pect this housing recovery 
to continue in the coming 
years."□ 


TOM MURPHY 
AP Business Writer 

Boston Scientific plans to 
cut as many as 1,000 ad¬ 
ditional jobs this year as 
the medical device maker 
expands a push to reduce 
operating expenses. 

The company’s shares 
jumped in morning trading 
Tuesday, as it also report¬ 
ed a fourth-quarter profit 
and earnings outlook that 
topped Wall Street expec¬ 
tations. The 900 to 1,000 
cuts will include layoffs 
as well as the elimination 
of unfilled positions. They 
come on top of a restruc¬ 
turing plan, started in 2011, 
that included 1,200 to 1,400 
job cuts. The Natick, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, employs rough¬ 
ly 24,000 people worldwide, 
so total cuts could amount 
to 10 percent of the com¬ 
pany’s jobs. Boston Scien- 


LINDA A. JOHNSON 
AP Business Writer 

Pfizer Inc.’s fourth-quarter 
profit more than quadru¬ 
pled, despite competition 
from generic drugs hurting 
sales of Lipitor and other 
medicines, because of a 
$4.8 billion gain from sell¬ 
ing its nutrition business. 
The drugmaker’s profit and 
sales both beat Wall Street 
expectations. 

The world’s biggest drug- 
maker said Tuesday that its 
net income was $6.32 bil¬ 
lion, or 85 cents per share, 
up from $1.44 billion, or 19 
cents per share, a year ear¬ 
lier. 

Excluding the windfall from 
selling its nutrition busi¬ 
ness to Nestle SA for $11.5 
billion on Nov. 30, and a 
total of $888 million for re¬ 
structuring, legal and other 
one-time items, the Viagra 
maker would have had a 
profit of $3.51 billion, or 47 
cents per share. That’s 3 
cents more than analysts 
surveyed by FactSet were 
expecting. 

In early trading, the New 
York-based company’s 
shares rose 26 cents, or 1 
percent, to $27.10. 

Revenue fell 7 percent to 
$15.1 billion, mainly due 
to generic competition to 
cholesterol blockbuster 


tific hasn’t decided where 
the additional cuts will be 
made, said spokesman Ste¬ 
ven Campanini. 

The company said Tuesday 
that its fourth-quarter net 
income shrank 44 percent 
to $60 million, or 4 cents 
per share, as it absorbed 
charges for restructuring 
and litigation. Not count¬ 
ing these charges, earnings 
were 18 cents per share. 
Revenue slipped 1 percent 
to $1.82 billion. 

Analysts forecast, on aver¬ 
age, earnings of 11 cents 
per share on $1.76 billion 
in revenue, according to 
FactSet. 

Boston Scientific expects to 
reduce annual operating 
expenses, before taxes, by 
about $340 million to $375 
million by the end of this 
year. That includes expect¬ 
ed savings of $100 million 


Lipitor. Analysts expected 
$14.35 billion. 

“Overall, a good quar¬ 
ter driven by the revenue 
beat,” BernsteinResearch 
analyst Dr. Timothy An¬ 
derson wrote to investors, 
calling Pfizer’s 2013 finan¬ 
cial forecast “a bit under¬ 
whelming." 



Pfizer Inc. said Tuesday Jan. 

29, 2013 its fourth-quarter 
profit more than quadrupled, 
despite competition from 
generic drugs hurting sales, 
because of a $4.8 billion 
gain from selling its nutrition 
business. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 

Pfizer said it expects 2013 
earnings per share of $2.20 
to $2.30, excluding one¬ 
time items, and revenue 
of $56.2 billion to $58.2 bil¬ 
lion. Analysts are expecting 
$2.28 per share and rev¬ 
enue of $57.55 billion. 
Lipitor, which had reigned 
as the world’s top-selling 
drug ever for nearly a de¬ 
cade, got U.S. generic 
competition in December 
2011 and now has generic 


to $115 million from the ad¬ 
ditional restructuring mea¬ 
sures announced Tuesday. 
For the year, Boston Scien¬ 
tific expects adjusted earn¬ 
ings of 64 to 70 cents per 
share on revenue of $7.05 
billion to $7.35 billion. Wall 
Street predicted profit of 43 


cents per share on revenue 
of $7.11 billion. 

In the current quarter, Bos¬ 
ton Scientific expects ad- 


rivals in many major mar¬ 
kets. 

The pill had been bring¬ 
ing Pfizer nearly $11 billion 
a year before then, down 
from its peak of $13 billion 
a year. 

In the fourth quarter, Lipitor 
sales plunged 91 percent 
in the U.S. and 71 percent 
worldwide, to $584 million. 
A dozen other medicines 
also had lower sales due to 
generic competition. 
Altogether, generic com¬ 
petition reduced prescrip¬ 
tion drug revenue by more 
than $2.1 billion. Unfavor¬ 
able currency exchange 
rates lopped off another 2 
percent, or $271 million. 
However, several key new¬ 
er drugs had double-digit 
sales increases, including fi¬ 
bromyalgia and pain treat¬ 
ment Lyrica, at $1.13 billion, 
painkiller Celebrex at $750 
million, and the Prevnar 13 
vaccine against meningitis 
and other pneumococcal 
infections, at $993 million. 
Viagra was up 6 percent at 
$553 million. 

Altogether, Pfizer’s pre¬ 
scription drug revenue fell 
9 percent in the quarter, to 
$12.89 billion. 

The division was led by sales 
of primary-care medicines, 
which totaled $3.83 billion. 
Still, that was down 29 per- 


justed profit of 14 to 17 
cents per share on revenue 
of $1.74 billion to $1.82 bil¬ 
lion. Analysts expected 
profit of 10 cents per share 
on revenue of $1.79 billion. 
The company’s shares 
climbed nearly 6 percent, 
or 41 cents, to $7.27 in Tues¬ 


day morning trading. The 
stock peaked earlier in the 
morning at a 52-week high 
of $7.43.Q 


cent as Lipitor’s sales in 
the two biggest markets, 
the U.S. and Japan, where 
shifted into the established 
products category. That 
segment, which markets 
off-patent drugs still popu¬ 
lar in many countries, post¬ 
ed a 3 percent rise in rev¬ 
enue, to $2.37 billion. 
Specialty products, such 
as Enbrel for psoriasis and 
rheumatoid arthritis, and 
hemophilia treatments 
Refacto AF and Benefix, 
had revenue dip 4 per¬ 
cent, to a combined $3.67 
billion. Sales in emerging 
markets such as China and 
India jumped 17 percent, 
to $2.65 billion, while sales 
of cancer drugs, a newer 
focus for Pfizer, rose 9 per¬ 
cent to $370 million. 

The consumer health busi¬ 
ness saw revenue jump 16 
percent, to $936 million, 
due to strong growth of Ad¬ 
vil pain reliever and Cen¬ 
trum vitamins. 

He said Pfizer will soon 
launch two new medi¬ 
cines, rheumatoid arthritis 
treatment Xeljanz and — 
with partner Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Co. — potential 
blockbuster Eliquis, for pre¬ 
venting heart attacks and 
dangerous clots in patients 
with the irregular heartbeat 
atrial fibrillation.□ 


Pfizer Q4 net jumps on asset sale windfall 



Boston Scientific's shares jumped in morning trading Tuesday, 
as it reported a 4Q profit and earnings outlook that topped Wall 
Street expectations. 

(Handout Photo) 
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Stocks advance as Dow plows toward 14,000 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Pfizer 
helped keep the stock 
market rally alive Tuesday. 
The drugmaker’s stock 
gained after posting strong 
earnings, pushing the Dow 
closer to 14,000. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 72.49 points, 
or 0.5 percent, to close at 
13,954.42 points, ending 
higher for the seventh day 
in eight. The Standard and 
Poor's 500 also rose, add¬ 
ing 7.66 points to 1,507.84 
points. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite dropped less than a 
point to 3,153.66. 

The January rally looked 
as if it was running out of 
steam yesterday as stocks 
pulled back from their 
highs, but Tuesday they re¬ 
sumed their ascent toward 
record levels. 

Demand was bolstered at 
the start of the year after 
lawmakers reached a deal 
to avoid the “fiscal cliff" 
and was sustained by re¬ 
ports that have added to 
evidence showing the U.S. 
housing market is recover¬ 
ing and the jobs market is 
slowly healing. 

The Dow is 6.5 percent 
higher this month and the 
S&P 500 is up 5.7 percent. 
Both indexes are at their 
highest levels in more than 
five years. 

Pfizer was the biggest gain¬ 
er in the Dow, advancing 
86 cents, or 3.2 percent, to 
$27.70 after the company 
said its fourth-quarter profit 
more than quadrupled be¬ 
cause of a $4.8 billion gain 


from selling its nutrition busi¬ 
ness and despite compe¬ 
tition from generic drugs 
hurting sales. Homebuilder 
D.R. Horton gained $2.51, 
or 11.8 percent, to $23.82 
after it said that net in¬ 
come more than doubled 
as the housing recovery 
took hold. Improving home 


prices and better sales bol¬ 
stered profits. 

“The earnings season is 
not stellar, it’s not gang- 
busters, but it's better than 
last quarter,” said Quincy 
Krosby, a market strategist 
at Prudential. 

Currently, analysts expect 
fourth-quarter earnings 
for 2012 to increase by an 
average of 4.7 percent for 
S&P 500 companies, ac¬ 
cording to the latest data 
from S&P Capital IQ. That’s 
an improvement on the 
previous quarter when prof¬ 
it grew by 2.4 percent. 
Valero Energy, a refinery 


operator, was the big¬ 
gest gainer in the S&P 
500. The company’s stock 
climbed $4.96, or 13 per¬ 
cent, to $43.77 after the 
company said that fourth- 
quarter profit soared on 
higher refining margins, as it 
swapped out foreign crude 
for cheaper domestic oil. 


Investor optimism was 
checked by a report that 
showed U.S. consumer 
confidence sank in January 
to the lowest level in more 
than a year as Americans 
fretted about the econom¬ 
ic outlook and higher So¬ 
cial Security taxes. 

The Conference Board 
said that its consumer con¬ 
fidence index dropped to 
58.6 in January, down from 
a reading of 66.7 in De¬ 
cember. 

Stocks also failed to get 
much of a lift from a report 
published before the mar¬ 
ket opened that showed 


the U.S. housing market is 
sustaining its recovery. 

The Standard & Poor’s/ 
Case-Shiller 20-city home 
price index rose 5.5 percent 
in November compared 
with the same month a 
year ago, pushed higher 
by rising sales and a tighter 
supply of available homes. 
“The turnaround in the 
housing market is for real,” 
said Peter Cardillo, chief 
market economist at Rock¬ 
well Global Capital, who 
says the decline in con¬ 
sumer confidence will likely 
prove to be temporary as 
home prices rise. He pre¬ 
dicts that the S&P 500 may 
climb as high as 1,575 this 
quarter as investor opti¬ 
mism about the economic 
recovery grows. 

The Federal Reserve started 
a two-day meeting Tues¬ 
day. Investors will also be 
looking at the release of 
their statement Wednes¬ 
day for clues about the 
outlook for the economy 
and interest rates. 

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note rose by four 
basis points to 2 percent. 
The yield, which moves in¬ 
versely to its price, is at its 
highest level since April. 
Other stocks in the news; 

— Ford fell 64 cents, or 4.6 
percent, to $13.14 despite 
reporting earnings that 
beat analysts’ estimates. 
The automaker said that its 
losses in Europe would be 
bigger than it had previ¬ 
ously forecast. 

The company’s stock has 
advanced 49 percent in 
the last six months. □ 


US Steel 
shrinks 
4Q loss to 
$50M 

JOSHUA FREED 
AP Business Writer 

US Steel reported a smaller 
fourth-quarter loss as car- 
makers and other manu¬ 
facturers used more steel, 
and it said shipments 
should rise in the current 
quarter. 

The steel industry has been 
buffeted by an inconsis¬ 
tent global economy. 

On Monday, the U.S. Com¬ 
merce Department re¬ 
ported that overall orders 
for durable goods rose 4.6 
percent in December. 

But a key gauge of busi¬ 
ness investment plans rose 
just 0.2 percent. 

“We continue to be chal¬ 
lenged by uncertain glob¬ 
al economic and steel 
market conditions,” Chair¬ 
man and CEO John P. Sur¬ 
ma said. 

The Pittsburgh-based steel¬ 
maker lost $50 million, or 
35 cents per share for the 
most recent quarter. A 
year ago it lost $211 million, 
or $1.46 per share. 

The most recent loss would 
have been 41 cents per 
share if not for a favorable 
settlement of a contract 
dispute. 

The result was much bet¬ 
ter than the loss of 70 
cents per share expected 
by analysts surveyed by 
FactSet.Q 



Trader Michael Urkonis, left, and specialist Michael Pistillo work 
on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange Tuesday, Jan. 29, 

2013. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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Mutts 




Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 


WPAT ARP \ 'JUS"*" PLMIHe 

y NEW AMERICAN 
RALPH T J&LW POLL. 


HE COMES WITH 
ALL SORTS OF COOL 
ACCESSORIES/ LIKE 
THIS CJERSEV SHORE' 
BEER OPENER. 


A TV REMOTE CONTROL 
AHOOTERS BAR TAB... 


...AND THIS 
CHEETOS- 
STAIN6P 
, T-SHIRT. 


Baby Blues 




Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Sty resident 

4 Incensed 

9 Pres. William 
Howard _ 

13 Skunk’s 
defense 

15 Snouts 

16 Hideous 

17 Entreaty 

18 Canonized one 

19 Gather crops 

20 Wide seafront 
walkway 

22 On jittery 

23 Skillets 

24 Storm center 

26 Block 

29 Uniformity; lack 
of variety 

34 _ products: 
milk, cheese, 
butter, etc. 

35 Lassos 

36 Consumed 

37 Blyth & Sothern 

38 Uninterested 

39 _a blank; be 

unable to think 
of something 

40 Garden tool 

41 _ up; prepares 

42 “The Divine 
Comedy” poet 

43 So-so 

45 _ around; 
gave orders to 

46 Mongrel 

47 Near 

48 _ of Good 
Hope 

51 Placating 

56 Region 

57 Chicago team 

58 _ as a pin 

60 Air pollution 

61 Depart 

62 Celebration 

63 Actress Daly 

64 Miscalculated 

65 Allow 

DOWN 

1 “_! Goes the 

Weasel” 

2 Lolling around 

3 _ over; 
reviews 
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4 Bananas 

5 Reddish horses 

6 Iran's continent 

7 Take care of 

8 Highly 
respected 

9 Large soup 
container 

10 Elderly 

11 “Old Glory" 

12 Sort; variety 

14 Snoop Dog and 
LL Cool J 

21 Woman 

25 Affirmative 

26 Coeur 
d’Alene’s state 

27 Grand home on 
an estate 

28 Longed 

29 Word of 
apology 

30 Gorillas 

31 Works for, as a 
salary 

32 Ohio or Oregon 

33 Sutured 

35 Laugh loudly 

38 Tolerable 


39 Chic; dazzling 

41 African 
antelope 

42 Terriers & pugs 

44 Cold geological 
period 

45 Unfair; slanted 

47 Chutzpah 

48 Throw 


49 Fighting force 

50 Lowly laborer 

52 British noble 

53 Jack, once of 
late-night TV 

54 Actor _ 
McDonough 

55 Strong wind 
59 Tit for _ 
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Classifieds 



p 

Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS $1 Ok OV $9500 

Oceanfront $17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

"Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.concierqerealtv.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 


Michelle Donato 



sim? 

VI alprcn A yjn nr.t lATomtm 

FOR RENT 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 

weeks 4+5, ocean pool view 
contact: 583-6000 Rm 2527 
Afte Feb. 9 contact US 
(207) 723-9581 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Villas wk 2 studio $2600 
and wk 6 studio at Mill Resort 
$2750 

508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
local until 1/21 565-9394 

198391 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $8500 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean and 
pool view $5000 
call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395A 

FOR SALE 
Beach Villas 
at the Divi Phoenix 

wk7 unit#640 & 641 
2 bedr 3 bath 35 years left 
$36,000.00 

Call Mary at 565-8713 or 
e-mail: macalh@aol.com 

198536 

FOR SALE 

House For Sale by owner 

close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land, smart electricity, hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more inf. 594-6639 

198543 

FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 

Room 1216 - 2 bedroom 
presidential week 4+5 
Contact at Casa del Mar 582-7000 
ask for Martin or Marsha 
Room 1119 from Jan 30 th to Feb. 2th 
Room 1407 from Feb. 2th to Feb. 23th 
E-mail: mjb123@earthlink.net 

_198543 

FOR RENT 

Casa del Mar 

week 11 Mar. 16-23 

Call 587-1234 

E-mail: pelapierre@aol.com 

_198548 

FOR RENT 

Divi Dutch Village 

weeks 2-3-4 Studio 
$1,100 per week sleeps 4 
Contact: Maxine #93 


Tel: 5a2-06&7 /503-74B4 
SfhthUpftd itr 70 


c y fe 

yo 

i-Tudig & iD 


„d your S«y 



Quality Apartments 

'SfwJig if. Left Aptj. "Fully Finished 

"Xitth&n / Airco- / Coble W "Swimming Pool 
Ltts than ! mile frarfi E&gJt Beach & 4 fcjf>e»vftarifel3. 
Feef free to contact or visit us. 

W.-C-A - Fri: Srtm-7pm. Sat A Sun: ‘Sam-5pm. 


CASA DEL MAR 

$5,500.00 for 2 weeks!! 

2013 fees already paid ocean front 
Resort weeks 37+38 
Ambassador Suites 
1 bdr sleeps 4 

contact: tkseabreeze@gmail.com 
or 724-698-7771 

_198530 

FOR SALE 

Florida Time Shares for sale 

1 br grand shores West Redding 
Ton beach 

wks 3+4 Gulf Coast 35 min to 
Tampa $1600 each local till 1/21 
565-9394 

usmc53w@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

198512 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 2014 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $1200 per week 
week 2 one bedroom pool ocean 
view $1000 per week 

call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 Bedroom, garden view 
week 2 $4200 

1 bedroom ocean/ pool view 
week 3 $6500 

Contact Paradise Beach Villas 
297-587-400 Room 222 Jan 19-26 
Room 109 Jan 26- Feb.1 
e-mail: chumsley@verizon.net 

198508 

GOLD COAST 

2 Villa home available! 

long term rental leases 
price: $2800 $3500 USD / month 
new villa home has all amenities 
593-3956 

fordsteventodd@gmail.com 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

$4200 per wk 
1 bdrwk 3+4 
call Richard Dooley 
297-5874000 Rm 204 
dickdooley@hotmail.com 
US 267-240-5116 after 2-1 

19 

Paradise Beach Villas 

For Rent $850 / week 
1 br Feb. 16-23 
1 br Feb. 23-March 2 
For Sale 

Wk 3 - 2br $4,000 
wk 4 - 2br $4,000 
info@arubadirectdeals.com 
732-2788 



Violence: Arjnmr.t Women 


Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 

_ 198169 

FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club 2 Br/2 B lock out unit 
Platinum time -ocean view 
NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_ 19799 6 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Aruba Beach 
Resort 

wk 2 unit 2309 
wk 4 unit 2343 

both with pool and ocean views 
(508) 224-7575 (USA) 
e-mail: odomirok@msn.com 

198397 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 

FOR RENT 

weeks 5&6 Jan 31-Feb 13 2014 
one bedr ocean front Riu 
$1390 per week 
Aruba cell. 566-7433 
US 336-953-4241 


FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1111 Presidential Suite 
wk 1+2 $17,000 per week 
contact (Aruba) 560-1288 
until 2/1/13 
(USA) 203-483-5700 
E-mail: costelli@snet.net 

198362 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1117 Presidential Suite 

wk 2 $17,000 

contact (Aruba) 560-1288 

until 1/26/13 

(USA) 203-421-3531 

E-mail: roberta.ambrose@att.net 

198363 

Paradise Beach Villas 

week 2+3 quiet / garden view 

1 bedr, 1 bath, sleeps 4 
$4,200.00 per week 

Call Rm 111 until Feb 2 or contact by 
e-mail: tparady@snet.net 

198509 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Every thing's included in this 2 br 

2 'A bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free pick up 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


30 January 

Dr. Diantha de Cuba 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


"t f -' Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD^ 


Botica Kibrahacha Tel: 582-2007 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OIES+ 


Services 

Information 118 

Setar 582-5151 

Taxi 582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587-2300 

Service Aruba 583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Jan. 30 Carnival Victory 
Jan. 31 AIDAIuna 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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^SCIENCE 


Tracing the roots of behavior in DNA 


JAMES GORMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 
CAMBRIDGE, Mass. - Hopi 
E. Hoekstra is standing in 
the attic of Harvard’s Mu¬ 
seum of Comparative Zo¬ 
ology among horns and 
pelts, an elephant skin un¬ 
der a table here, giraffe 
parts over there. 

She is handling lumpy piec¬ 
es of something that looks 
like molded Styrofoam 
and that seem entirely out 
of place. One has a long 
handle, like a cudgel. An¬ 
other is shorter. 

“It looks like a little sock," 
she says, holding it up for a 
reporter to inspect. 

The sock and cudgel do 
belong in the museum, 
however, every bit as 
much as the antlers and 
skins. They are key parts of 
a research program that is 
helping unlock one of biol¬ 
ogy’s elusive secrets - how 
genes control complicat¬ 
ed behavior. 

Each is a cast of a deer 
mouse burrow, and since 
each species has its own 
characteristic burrow, 
these lumpy molds em¬ 
body inherited behaviors. 
Length, volume and shape 
are easily measured. 

And that data, partly 
drawn from the field and 
partly from the lab, once 
combined with cross¬ 
breeding and advanced 
DNA analysis, may allow 
Hoekstra, an evolutionary 
geneticist, and her col¬ 
leagues to trace the archi¬ 
tecture of a mouse burrow 
right back to the genes. 
Two weeks ago, in the jour¬ 
nal Nature, Hoekstra and 
two colleagues - Jesse 
Weber, now a postdoc¬ 
toral researcher at the 
University of Texas at Aus¬ 
tin, and Brant Peterson, a 
postdoctoral researcher in 
Hoekstra's lab - reported 


on a major step toward 
that goal. They identified 
four regions of DNA that 
help control burrow de¬ 
sign: three for length and 
one for the presence or 
absence of an escape 
tunnel. 

Their report was hailed 
by other scientists as an 
elegant and inventive 
piece of research. Cori 
Bargmann, at Rockefeller 
University, who studies the 
neurobiology and genetics 


of behavior in nematodes, 
said, “I think it’s a really ex¬ 
citing paper.” She added, 
“The genetics are beauti¬ 
ful.” But it is only the begin¬ 
ning. 

Now comes the hunt for 
the genes themselves, 
and perhaps even the bio¬ 
chemical pathways that 
show, step by step, how a 
DNA blueprint is transmit¬ 
ted to the scrabbling paws 
of a tiny mouse and trans¬ 
lated into a hide-out from 
foxes, hawks and other 
predators. 

The investigation of the ge¬ 
netics of behavior is a huge 
scientific enterprise, with 
great progress being made 
in a variety of species - 


roundworms, fruit flies, lab 
mice, sticklebacks. Hoeks- 
tra’s work is unusual in that 
it deals with a naturally oc¬ 
curring, complicated be¬ 
havior in mammals that is 
important for survival. And 
it is significant that she has 
been able to separate that 
behavior into two modules 
controlled by separate 
and independent DNA re¬ 
gions - burrow length, and 
escape tunnels. 

Bargmann said she was 


impressed at Hoekstra’s 
success in unpacking the 
behavior into modules, a 
result that adds to the like¬ 
lihood of one day finding 
simple genetic controls un¬ 
derlying the mystifying di¬ 
versity of natural behavior 
patterns. The extraordinary 
variety of animal body 
shapes, after all, has been 
found to grow out of a rel¬ 
atively few master control 
genes. 

“I really believe that there 
are rules for behavior that 
go all the way back," Barg¬ 
mann said. 

One component of Hoek¬ 
stra’s success has been 
oddly low-tech: the kind 
of fast-hardening foam 
that can be purchased in 
a hardware store for home 
repair. It quickly produces 
an easily measured mold - 
behavior solidified. 

Another important fac¬ 
tor is as high-tech as tech 
gets. Decades ago evo¬ 
lutionary biologist Richard 
Dawkins suggested that 
one could study the evo¬ 
lution and genetics of be¬ 
havior just the way one 
studies the evolution of 


body shape: concentrate 
on what animals build - 
birds’ nests, beaver dams, 
termite mounds - and treat 
them like beak length or 
coat color. Writing before 
the development of enor¬ 
mously powerful technol¬ 
ogy for analyzing DNA, he 
regretted that his propos¬ 
als were hypothetical. 

They are hypothetical no 
longer. 

In a basement room at Har¬ 
vard, where the mice she 
studies are kept, Hoekstra 
encourages graduate stu¬ 
dents and postdoctoral re¬ 
searchers, and praises her 
experimental subjects as 
well, deer mice of two spe¬ 
cies: oldfield mice (Pero- 
myscus polionotus), which 
dig a long entrance tunnel 
to a nest as well as an es¬ 
cape tunnel, and P. man- 
iculatus, which dig a short 
simple tunnel to a nest. 

She began by studying the 
genetics of coat color and 
its significance as an evo¬ 
lutionary adaptation, but 
moved quickly to the ge¬ 
netics of burrowing behav¬ 
ior. Crossbreeding these 
two species and compar¬ 
ing their genetics led to the 
recent published report. 
But a number of projects 
continue in her lab. 

In one, mice are dropped 
into enclosures that look 
like giant ant farms and 
serve the same purpose. 
Drop a mouse in and it 
will tunnel as you observe 
it through the glass, dig¬ 
ging away in what one of 
her researchers called its 
“2-inch-wide world.” The 
behavior is videotaped 
and sorted by software to 
track how much time the 
mice dig and when they 
dig. The hope is that these 
details will help get at what 
motivates them to stop 
and start. 

Other researchers are 
working on neurobiology, 
trying to learn whether re¬ 
ward systems in the brain 
(involving dopamine, for 
example) may play a role 
in both the urge to dig, 
and the signals that allow 
a mouse to stop. If such re¬ 
ward systems are involved, 
then the behavior may 
have some connection to 
human behaviors, includ¬ 
ing addiction.□ 
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Hopi Hoekstra, a zoologist at Harvard University, while putting a 
radio collar on a tranquilized grizzly bear at Yellowstone National 
Park in 1994. Studying how deer mice build their burrows, a 
team at Harvard University led by Hoekstra is getting closer to 
understanding how genes control complicated behavior. 

(Kerry Gunther via The New York Times) 



Hide And Seek 
With Deer Mice 


In the annals of genetics, 
the deer mouse has so 
far played only a small 
role. The major work has 
been done in nema¬ 
todes, fruit flies or labo¬ 
ratory mice - a variety 
of inbred strains coming 
originally from the house 
mouse (Mus musculus) - 
with a few other species, 
like the three-spined 
stickleback, finning in 
the background. 

But the deer mouse 
(there are many species, 
all in the genus Peromys- 
cus) is the choice of the 
Harvard biologist Hopi 
E. Hoekstra for her stud¬ 
ies of genetics and be¬ 
havior. The reasons lie 
in their prevalence, be¬ 
havior and diversity, but 
it doesn’t hurt that she 
finds them cute as well. 
She calls them “char¬ 
ismatic microfauna,” 
partly because of their 
large, brilliantly reflective 
black eyes. 

Various species of deer 
mouse live throughout 
North America in many 
different habitats. Some 
species, like the wide¬ 
spread white-footed 
mouse, are infamous for 
carrying the bacteria 
that causes Lyme dis¬ 
ease. 

What makes them ap¬ 
pealing for genetics re¬ 
search is that they have 
adapted to their envi¬ 
ronments in both coat 
color and behavior. For 
instance, oldfield mice 
(P. polionotus) dig an en¬ 
trance tunnel to a nest 
and then an escape 
tunnel, which reaches 
to ground level, but 
doesn’t break the sur¬ 
face. Other deer mice, 
like P. maniculatus, dig a 
short entrance tunnel to 
a nest, with no escape 
tunnel. With crossbreed¬ 
ing and genetic studies 
Hoekstra and her col¬ 
leagues have been able 
to find what regions of 
DNA are important in de¬ 
termining tunnel length 
and shape. She has pur¬ 
sued field work on mice 
around the country, but 
whether the habitat is 
Nebraska or Florida, the 
technique for capturing 
a P. polionotus mouse, 
whether they are study¬ 
ing coat color or tunnel 
behavior, is the same.Q 
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Pacino’s late comedic turn also a homecoming 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Al Paci¬ 
no, energized by a conver¬ 
sation that has inevitably 
turned to the intricacies of 
acting, is snapping his fin¬ 
gers. “When you get me 
on the acting trail, I get on 
that train," he says, punc¬ 
tuating what he calls an 
improvised “thesis on time" 
with staccato snaps. 

The 72-year-old may be 
gray-haired and a little 
worn, but he remains, like a 
dancer, always on his toes, 
and still enamored of the 
“crazy, crazy, crazy thing" 
that is acting: "You're al¬ 
ways looking for what's 
going to feed you, what's 
going to feed the spirit and 
get you going.” 

And Pacino is still getting 
going. Yet the subject of 
time — how much is need¬ 
ed to find a character 
(years in some cases, he 
says) and how it dictates 
the parts he chooses now 
— played a large role in a 
recent interview with the 
actor at the Waldorf Asto¬ 
ria in New York. 

“Sometimes I’m tempted to 


say, ‘Why am I doing this? 
Why am I still doing this?’” 
he says. “Then, after I don’t 
do it for a while, I say: ‘Oh, 
now I know why I still do it.’ 
If I suddenly didn’t want to 
do it anymore, that’d be 
fine, too. I’d probably be 
an usher again in a play¬ 
house.” If Pacino is feel¬ 
ing reminiscent of his early 
days as a Bronx-born as¬ 
piring thespian knocking 
around in 1960s downtown 
New York theaters and 
cafes, it’s partly because 
his recent work reflects on 
his beginnings. Not many 
know that Pacino started 
out as a comedian. He 
jokes that though he did a 
movie with Robin Williams 
(“Insomnia"), “he didn’t 
know that I really wanted 
to be him.” 

Pacino, funny guy, has 
certainly been glimpsed 
before. But after a career 
better known for gangsters, 
crooks and Shakespearean 
villains, Pacino has lately 
been exercising his com¬ 
edy chops. After finishing 
a revival run on Broadway 
of “Glengarry Glen Ross” 
in which he played up 


Rupert Sanders’ wife 
files for divorce in LA 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ru¬ 
pert Sanders’ wife has filed 
for divorce five months 
after it was revealed the 
director had a brief affair 
with actress Kristen Stewart. 
Liberty Ross, Sanders’ wife 
of more than nine years, 
filed for divorce Friday in 
Los Angeles citing irrecon¬ 
cilable differences for the 
couple’s breakup. They 
have two children, an 
8-year-old daughter and 
6-year-old son. 

The model-actress is seek¬ 
ing joint custody of the chil¬ 
dren and spousal support 
from her estranged hus¬ 
band, who directed Stew¬ 
art in “Snow White and the 
Huntsman.” 

TMZ, which first reported 



In this May 14, 2012 file photo, 
actress Liberty Ross with direc¬ 
tor Rupert Sanders pose for the 
media at the World Premiere 
of the film, “Snow White and 
the Huntsman,” at a cinema in 
central London. 

Associated Press 


the filing, stated that Sanders also filed divorce paper¬ 
work but it was not available on Monday. 

Stewart, who has been dating “Twilight” co-star Robert 
Pattinson, apologized for her fling with Sanders in July af¬ 
ter it was revealed by US Weekly.Q 



This Dec. 7, 2012 photo shows Al Pacino in New York. Pacino 
stars in the new film, “Stand Up Guys.” 

Associated Press 


the laughs as the desper¬ 
ate, over-the-hill salesman 
Shelley, Pacino stars in the 
crime comedy “Stand Up 
Guys,” which Lionsgate will 
release Friday. 

In it, he plays a former 
gangster, Val, released 
from prison after 28 years 
and taken around town to 
celebrate by his old friend. 
Doc (Christopher Walken), 
who does it remorsefully 
knowing that their boss 
wants Val killed by sunup. 
Their pal Richard (Alan Ar- 
kin) joins in the romp. 

As he showed in “Scent 
of a Woman," Al Pacino is 
good company for a last- 
hurrah. Part of his enduring 
appeal, after all, is his pul¬ 
sating zest for life. Whether 
firing a machine gun at the 
hip (“Scarface”), pursuing 
a story (“The Insider") or 
whipping a crowd into an 
“Attica"-chanting protest 
(“Dog Day Afternoon”), 
Pacino is the great agitator 
of American movies. Critics 
will make claims of over¬ 
acting, but no one ever 
slept through an Al Pacino 
performance. 

“Some actors aren’t con¬ 
nected and they don’t 
invest,” says “Stand Up 
Guys” director Fisher Ste¬ 
vens, a veteran New York 
actor and documentary 
producer. “Al is commit¬ 
ted to everything he does, 
even if it’s just playing pok¬ 
er. He does everything that 
way.” 

Stevens first met Pacino 
when he came to see him 


in a play two decades 
ago. It’s the way many 
encounter Pacino; there 
are countless careers he’s 
helped propel, from Kevin 
Spacey (whom he suggest¬ 
ed for the 1992 film “Glen¬ 
garry Glen Ross”) to Jessica 
Chastain (whom he cast in 
his Los Angeles production 
of Oscar Wilde’s “Salome"). 
Pacino made a film about 
the production, “Wilde Sa¬ 
lome," but it — like Pacino’s 
beloved, largely unseen 
“The Local Stigmatic" — re¬ 
mains unreleased. 

“That’s what Al does with 
his movies, he just holds on 
to them like he’s keeping 
his kids,” says Stevens. 
Pacino and Walken hadn’t 
worked together be¬ 
fore (except for separate 
scenes in — get ready for 
it — the Ben Affleck, Jen¬ 
nifer Lopez film “Gigli”), 


but they’ve been friends 
for decades, going back 
to the Actors Studio, where 
the long-involved Pacino 
is currently co-president. 
Reading through the parts, 
the two decided to switch 
roles in “Stand Up Guys.” 
While Pacino’s “Godfather, 
Part II” co-star and cin¬ 
ematic counterpart Rob¬ 
ert De Niro has focused on 
comedy late in his career, 
Pacino has been more 
scattershot. His most no¬ 
table work in recent years 
was playing Shylock in an 
acclaimed 2010 produc¬ 
tion of “The Merchant of 
Venice” and an Emmy- 
winning turn as Dr. Jack 
Kevorkian in the HBO film 
“You Don’t Know Jack.” (In 
March, Pacino will return to 
HBO in another high-pro¬ 
file biopic, this time on Phil 
Spector.JQ 
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Review: Dave Barry's ‘Insane City' is hysterical 


JEFF AYERS 
Associated Press 

Humorist Dave Barry has 
produced his first solo adult 
novel in over 10 years, 
and it's hysterical. In a 
story reminiscent of “The 
Hangover” films, Seth is 
marrying a woman who 
is drop-dead gorgeous, 
and his buddies have the 
ultimate bachelor party 
planned. 

The Groom Posse has 
wild ideas that involve 


strippers and alcohol while 
cavorting about the city 
of Miami. A misadventure 
inside a cab starts them 
on a different path that 
connects them with 
some Russians, a stripper 
demanding a gratuity and 
a giant bald man named 
Duane with a Burmese 
python named Blossom 
around his shoulders. The 
madness starts quickly and 
continues to escalate until 
the story’s surprising end. 


A twist in the laugh-fest 
involves a look at the plight 
involving refugees from 
Haiti and Cuba and the 
real horror they experience 
trying to make it to the 
United States. The transition 
between the humor and 
Laurette, a Haitian with two 
children trying to make it to 
Miami, proves a bit jarring, 
but ultimately hopeful. 

Barry obviously wrote 
“Insane City” as a means 
of delivering jokes, and 


sometimes the humor 
sacrifices the characters. 
But the novel is designed 
for laughs, and it's quite 
funny. This is another winner 
from Barry, though the city 
of Miami might be upset, 
since it’s definitely not an 
endorsement for tourism.□ 

This book cover 
image released 
by Putnam shows 
“Insane City,” a 
novel by Dave Barry. 
Associated Press 




Dior: Jennifer Lawrence dress had no malfunction 


Jennifer Lawrence accepts 
the award for outstanding 
female actor in a leading role 
for “Silver Linings Playbook” 
at the 19th Annual Screen 
Actors Guild Awards at the 
Shrine Auditorium in Los An¬ 
geles on Sunday Jan. 27, 
2013. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — That was 
no wardrobe malfunction — that 
was couture. 

When Jennifer Lawrence as¬ 
cended the stairs to accept her 
SAG Award Sunday night, a bit of 
skin showed through the skirt of 
her gown, leading to some spec¬ 
ulation that it had ripped. 


Dior Couture told The Associated 
Press that wasn’t so. 

The design house said Law¬ 
rence’s gown was designed by 
Raf Simons “with different levels 
of tulle and satin.” 

That was what viewers saw on 
television when she lifted her 
gown to walk upstairs.□ 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
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Rig The Vote 




CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2013 New York Times 

If you can't win by playing fair, 
cheat. 

That seems to be the plan of Re¬ 
publican lawmakers in several 
battleground states that stub¬ 
bornly keep going for Democrats 
during presidential elections. 
Thanks in part to gerrymander¬ 
ing, many states already have - 
and will continue to have in the 
near future - Republican-con- 
trolled legislatures. 

Republican lawmakers in Michi¬ 
gan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia 
and Wisconsin are considering 
whether to abandon the winner- 
take-all approach to awarding 
Electoral College votes and re¬ 
place it with a proportional al¬ 
location. 

That change would heavily favor 
Republican presidential candi¬ 
dates - tilting the voting power 
away from cities and toward 
rural areas - and make it more 
likely that the candidate with the 
fewest votes overall would win a 
larger share of electoral votes. 
One day I will have to visit the 
evil lair where they come up with 
these schemes. They pump them 
out like a factory. Voter suppres¬ 
sion didn’t work in November, 
and it may even have backfired 
in some states, so they just de¬ 
vised another devilish plan. 

Pete Lund, a Republican state 
representative in Michigan, 
“plans to reintroduce legislation 
that would award all but two of 
Michigan's 16 Electoral College 
votes according to congressio¬ 
nal district results," said an article 
Friday in The Detroit News. 

The paper continued, “The re¬ 
maining two would go to the 
candidate winning the state¬ 
wide majority." 

Lund, who proposed a similar 
bill in 2012, made Republicans' 
intentions completely clear, say¬ 
ing, according to the article: "It 
got no traction last year. There 
were people convinced Romney 
was going to win and this might 
take (electoral) votes from him." 
These bills are a brazen attempt 
to alter electoral outcomes and 
chip away at the very idea of 
democracy, to the benefit of Re¬ 
publican candidates. 

The Detroit News also reported 
that, according to an analysis 
by Mark Brewer, the state Dem¬ 
ocratic Party chairman: “Rom¬ 
ney would have gotten nine of 
Michigan's electoral votes and 
Obama would have received 
seven in 2012 under Lund's pro¬ 
posal. Instead, Obama garnered 
all 16 Michigan electoral votes 
en route to his national tally of 
332.” 


Meanwhile, President Barack 
Obama beat Romney in the 
state by a margin of nearly 
450,000 votes. 

Virginia's bill is further along than 
Michigan's. It’s already being 
debated. 

For reference, although Obama 
won the state of Virginia and all 
of its electoral votes last year, as 
he did in 2008, according to The 
Roanoke Times on Friday, “If the 
system had been in effect for the 
2012 election, Republican Mitt 
Romney would have won nine 
of Virginia's 13 electoral votes, 
and President Barack Obama 
would have won four." Keep in 
mind that in November, Obama 
won the state by almost 150,000 
votes. 

Republicans in Virginia are just as 
forthright about their intention to 
tilt the electoral playing field in 
their favor. 

The Washington Post reported 
Thursday that the sponsor of Vir¬ 
ginia’s bill, Charles W. Carrico Sr., 
a Republican, “said he wants to 
give smaller communities a big¬ 
ger voice.” Carrico told The Post, 
“The last election, constituents 
were concerned that it didn’t 
matter what they did, that more 
densely populated areas were 
going to outvote them." 

Yes, you read that right: he wants 
to make the votes cast for the 
candidate receiving the fewest 
votes matter more than those 
cast for the candidate receiving 
the most. In Republican Bizarro 
World, where the “integrity of 
the vote" is a phrase used to di¬ 
minish urban votes and in which 
democracy is only sacrosanct 
if Republicans are winning, this 
statement actually makes sense. 
David Weigel of Slate explained 
the point of the Virginia plan this 
way: “Make the rural vote matter 
more and make the metro vote 
count less.” 

Luckily, as the Roanoke paper 
noted Friday, Ralph Smith, the 
powerful Republican Virginia 
state senator, isn't on board: 
“Smith said this morning that he 
opposes the legislation, calling 
it ‘a bad idea.' Smith sits on the 
Senate Privileges and Elections 
Committee, which will hear the 
bill next week. Without Smith’s 
support, it's unlikely the bill could 
get to the Senate floor." 

Paul Bibeau, who writes “a blog 
of dark humor” from Virginia, 
points out a numerical oddity 
about the effects of the Virginia 
law that turns out, upon reflec¬ 
tion, to be more stinging than 
funny: “This bill counts an Obama 
voter as 3/5 of a person." 

That is because, as Talking Points 
Memo says, “Obama voters 
would have received almost ex¬ 
actly 3/5 of the electoral vote 
compared to their actual popu¬ 
lation - 30.7 percent of the elec¬ 
toral vote over 51 percent of the 
popular vote." 

This is not where we should be in 
2013, debating whether to pass 
bills to reduce urban voters to a 
fraction of the value of other vot¬ 
ers and hoping that someone 
with the power to stop it thinks it's 
a “bad idea. "□ 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2013 New York Times 

In late March 2009, Yahoo Sports 
published a story alleging that 
the University of Connecticut had 
violated NCAA rules in its efforts 
to recruit Nate Miles, a 6-foot-7 
basketball player from Toledo, 
Ohio. The NCAA enforcement 
staff, led by Tim Nevius, one of 
its top investigators, opened an 
inquiry. By then. Miles was back 
in Toledo: he’d been expelled 
from UConn in October 2008, 
before ever playing a game. No 
longer a “student-athlete," Miles 
refused to cooperate. Yet Nevius 
interviewed Dr. Chris MacLaren, 
a Florida orthopedic surgeon, 
who had once operated on 
Miles' foot. Without any consent 
from the patient, Nevius asked 
for, and MacLaren provided, de¬ 
tails of Miles' surgery and its costs. 
This, of course, was a gross vio¬ 
lation of medical ethics. It was 
also, in all likelihood, a violation 
of medical privacy laws. But 
when several lawyers involved 
in the case brought this poten¬ 
tial illegality to the attention of 
the Committee on Infractions 
- which metes out punishment 
to rules violators, and which in¬ 
cludes a number of lawyers - the 
response was coldly dismissive. A 
medical release from Miles "was 
not required," replied Shepard 
Cooper, then the committee 
director. Flow did he know? Be¬ 
cause Nevius had told him so. So 
much for the law. 

This week, Mark Emmert, the 
NCAA president, acknowledged 


that the enforcement staff had, 
once again, done something 
deeply unethical. Except he 
didn't phrase it like that. In re¬ 
counting the sordid details, in¬ 
volving an investigation into 
the University of Miami, Emmert 
made it sound as if they were 
aberrations, the actions of sev¬ 
eral rogue employees who were 
no longer there. Describing the 
transgressions as “stunning,” Em¬ 
mert announced that he had 
hired a lawyer to review its in¬ 
vestigative practices, insisting 
that his goal was to ensure that 
NCAA investigations were con¬ 
sistent with “our values." What 
sanctimonious claptrap. The only 
thing stunning about this latest 
outrage is that Emmert acknowl¬ 
edged it. (My guess is that it was 
about to leak anyway.) 

To recap: Nevin Shapiro, the 
man at the center of the Miami 
scandal - who is now in prison for 
running a Ponzi scheme - claims 
to have given University of Mi¬ 
ami athletes cash, prostitutes, 
jewelry, “and on one occa¬ 
sion, an abortion" for a player's 
girlfriend, according to Yahoo 
Sports, which broke this news as 
well. Incredibly, NCAA investiga¬ 
tors engaged one of Shapiro's 
bankruptcy lawyers, Maria Elena 
Perez, which would seem like an 
insurmountable conflict of inter¬ 
est. Then, they used her ability to 
conduct depositions in the Shap¬ 
iro bankruptcy case to gather in¬ 
formation it could not otherwise 
obtain. Though Perez insists she 
did nothing wrong, this is the sort 
of ethical breach that can cost 
a lawyer her license. When I ex¬ 
pressed astonishment at this turn 
of events to Richard G. Johnson, 
a lawyer who has tangled with 
the NCAA, he scoffed. “This is not 
unusual," he replied. “This is part 
and parcel of the way the NCAA 
does business.” Andy Oliver, a 
former client of Johnson's who is 
now a pitcher for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, became the subject of 
an NCAA investigation after his 


Problem 

lawyer violated lawyer-client 
confidentiality in speaking to the 
NCAA (Oliver ultimately won a 
reported $750,000 settlement.) 

In the case of former University 
of Southern California assistant 
football coach Todd McNair, 
which I wrote about several 
weeks ago, the enforcement 
staff's evidence against him was 
so dubious that a judge has ruled 
that he will likely win a defama¬ 
tion suit he brought against the 
NCAA. In another case that I 
wrote about, the boyfriend of an 
NCAA investigator bragged that 
his girlfriend was going to nail a 
player she was investigating - 
months before her investigation 
had been completed. 

Indeed, in the Miami case, this is 
not even the NCAA's only ethi¬ 
cally dubious stunt. Just before 
Thanksgiving, the enforcement 
staff sent out letters to numerous 
former athletes who had refused 
to cooperate - as is their right. 
The letters said that if they didn’t 
talk in the next few days, the 
NCAA would assume that they 
were guilty of rules violations and 
punish their alma mater. 

“The NCAA thinks it is the 51st 
state," Johnson told me. 

Its investigators regularly solicit 
the assistance of law enforce¬ 
ment officials, acting as if they 
have some kind of equal stand¬ 
ing. But they don't. The NCAA is 
not a regulatory body. It is merely 
an association that creates rules 
designed to prevent its labor 
force - college football and bas¬ 
ketball players - from making any 
money. Most of its investigations 
- investigations that are selec¬ 
tive, highhanded and a mockery 
of due process - are aimed at 
enforcing its dubious rules. 

Over the last year, as I've stum¬ 
bled across one outrage after 
another, I’ve wondered when 
someone in a position to do 
something about the NCAA - 
College presidents, maybe? 
Members of Congress? - would 
stand up and say “enough." □ 
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Super Bowl fanatics willing to pay up for Sunday 


JOE SHARKEY 
© 2013 New York Times 

How much? For corpora¬ 
tions and individuals head¬ 
ed to New Orleans for the 
Super Bowl this weekend, 
the answer is: a lot. 

Super Bowl weekend and 
related pregame activities 
represent the biggest sin¬ 
gle-event corporate travel 
and entertainment spend¬ 
ing spree of any year. 

This year, the Super Bowl will 
probably generate about 
$185 million in local spend¬ 
ing by visitors on hotels, 
meals and entertainment, 
according to a report re¬ 
leased on Monday by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
the consulting firm. 

That’s an increase of al¬ 
most 25 percent from the 
$150 million that the firm 
estimated was spent in In¬ 
dianapolis during Super 
Bowl week last year. But 
it’s down from the $200 mil¬ 
lion spent in Dallas for the 
2011 Super Bowl, where 
a new stadium and two 
teams with big followings, 
the Green Bay Packers and 
Pittsburgh Steelers, helped 
increase spending despite 
a slack economy. 

Adam W. Jones, the direc¬ 
tor of the sports and tour¬ 
ism sector at Pricewater¬ 
houseCoopers, said the 
increase over last year was 
an affirmation of percep¬ 
tions about a successful re¬ 
covery in New Orleans. 

So what are your prospects 
for finding a last-minute ho¬ 
tel room in New Orleans for 
the weekend? You’re pret¬ 
ty much out of luck - unless 
you have a prime contact 
at the National Football 
League or its corporate 
affiliates, which long ago 
booked more than 25,000 
of the estimated 37,000 ho¬ 
tel rooms in the area. 

On Monday, the only hotel 
accommodations I could 
find in New Orleans were at 
LaPlace Motel near the air¬ 
port (a motel about which 
a review last year on Hotel, 
com says succinctly, “It’s 
cheap and we needed a 
dog friendly so we pick this 
one.") LaPlace could still 
accommodate you (and 
your dog) on Saturday and 
Sunday night for $839.48. 
But come back a week 
later and the Saturday and 


Sunday night price is $169 
- a difference that would 
cover a lot of dog biscuits. 
Some Super Bowl pack¬ 
ages offered by brokers 
include game tickets cost¬ 
ing more than $7,000 each 
(one offers a luxury suite 


that holds about 30 people 
for $300,000). Another of¬ 
fered a room for two at a 
modest three-star hotel 
and two end-zone tickets 
for $14,000. 

Airlines have also raised 
prices for the Super Bowl 


- at least in the markets 
for the two teams, the San 
Francisco 49ers and the 
Baltimore Ravens. 

On Monday, San Francisco- 
to-New Orleans round-trip 
coach fares were listed in 
the $1,300 to $2,000 range 


on booking sites like Orbitz 
and Travelocity. But it al¬ 
ways pays to check the air¬ 
lines’ websites. On Monday 
morning, American Airlines 
still had an available flight 
departing San Francisco 
on Saturday and return¬ 


ing Monday at $560 for the 
cheapest coach seat and 
$1,013 for first class. But a 
few hours later, the web¬ 
site for American listed no 
available flights. 

Of course, you could al¬ 
ways fly private. Super Bowl 


destinations always see a 
big influx of corporate jets. 
And assuming you don’t 
already have your own 
corporate or private jet, or 
at least a fractional share 
in one, it also pays to shop 
around 


This year, demand for pri¬ 
vate flights to the Super 
Bowl is “just not as high as 
we’ve seen on the past,” 
said Chet Dudzik Jr., the 
president of JetWay Pri¬ 
vate Air, a broker for char¬ 
ter flights on private jets of 
all models. Last year, with 
the Super Bowl played by 
teams from New York and 
Boston, a record of about 
1,100 private jets descend¬ 
ed on Indianapolis. 

This year, with teams from 
smaller markets playing, 
flights and parking slots 
for planes at area airports 
were still available. 

How much? Well, there's 
a vast range of prices for 
chartering a private jet, 
often with numerous ex¬ 
tra fees to cover things 
like fuel and repositioning 
a plane or crew. JetWay 
Private Air, which Dudzik 
says has “no surprises” in 
hidden fees, was offering 
charter flights at these pric¬ 
es last week: For a light-jet 
round-trip flight seating six 
to eight passengers be¬ 
tween San Francisco and 
New Orleans, $34,998. For 
big heavy-jet models, with 
cabins seating 10 to 16 
people, $71,998. 

Private jets also offer the 
convenience of using gen¬ 
eral aviation airports to 
avoid the hassles of com¬ 
mercial airports. For one 
thing, there are no Trans¬ 
portation Security Admin¬ 
istration checkpoints. In¬ 
stead, after being cleared 
against security watch lists, 
passengers simply stroll on 
board. 

On the other hand, com¬ 
mercial airlines will be tak¬ 
ing off as usual from New 
Orleans right after the 
game. But for security rea¬ 
sons, the Federal Aviation 
Administration imposes 
special restrictions on non¬ 
commercial flights in air¬ 
space over New Orleans 
in the hours before, during 
and immediately after the 
Super Bowl. Traffic jams 
for private planes trying to 
take off on Sunday night 
are notorious. 

For clients who insist on 
leaving right after the 
game rather than staying 
the night, “you just have to 
warn people” about take¬ 
off delays, Dudzik said. Q 



Footballs selected as actual official game balls for the NFL football Super Bowl XLVII. Super Bowl 
weekend and related pre-game activities encompass the biggest single-event corporate travel 
and entertainment spending sprees of any year. 

(AP Photo/Rick Osentoski) 















